Thanks to Leap Year for giving me an extra day to get this out!
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What are your grand plans for the extra day you get this year? How many of us
wish we had an extra day time and time again? Well, here it is. Carpe Diem. I
had a friend growing up who was born on Leap Day, so for anyone out there
whose birthday only comes around once every four years, celebrate with gusto!
--The Editor

30th Annual International Festival
Our first tabling event of the new year was at the 30th annual International Festival on
Saturday, January 9, 2016. The Overture Center was filled with thousands of people
to see over 30 free performances showcasing the rich cultural heritage of Dane
County. Thanks go out to Lynn and Jim Wehn, Clare McNamara, Scot Simpson,
Phyllis Noble, Harry Bennett, and Tom Brodd for helping staff our information table.

Grant Spotlight:

Richland CenterSanta Teresa
Sister City Project
For the past 15 years, the Richland CenterSanta Teresa Sister City Project has been
working with the rural communities of Chacocente Wildlife Refuge, a Nicaraguan
national reserve located within the
Santa Teresa municipality.
Chacocente contains Nicaragua’s
largest remnant of the tropical dry forest
ecosystem, which once covered the
Pacific slope from Mexico to Costa Rica.
It is a deciduous forest, with a sixmonth
rainless season when 70% of the trees
shed their leaves. This abundance of
flammable matter, constant winds, and
high temperatures make the forest vulnerable to wildfires. Fire is regularly used by
people for cooking, and sometimes iguana hunting and agriculture. The Chacocente
community fire brigade received some training and equipment about 12 years ago, but
the equipment had deteriorated in the hot climate especially the rubber parts. Santiago
Vado, head of this volunteer fire brigade, asked us to help them get better equipment.
In 2013 The Sister City Project received a generous RPCV grant of $1210 towards the

$1800 needed to buy the new firefighting equipment, which was delivered to the brigade
in April, 2014. There were: fire extinguishers, shovels, rakes, backpack water pumps,
protective clothing, helmets, goggles, wheelbarrows, machetes, and pruners. Thanks
to the protective work of the brigade, there have been no destructive wildfires in the
Refuge in the past five years.
The 2015 RPCV grant was for health
clinic in the village of El Terrero, which
will be constructed in early 2016.
Because of our organization's budget
process, RPCV grant projects often take
an extra year to realize. The Sister City
Project year's budget is decided on in
January, before we are sure about
receiving the grant.

Gift Away Donations for Members
As a paid member of the Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of Wisconsin – Madison,
you can request funding to help support a project or projects of interest to you. This
year we have $20,000 available to fund these projects. If you would like to request
support for a project, complete the documents found on our website. Contact Walt

Zeltner for more information. Deadline: March 31, 2016
NOTE: The guidelines have changed somewhat this year. Please read the revised
documents carefully before filling out the donation request form. You or a
representative of the group for which funding is requested must attend a meeting on
Saturday, April 23, 2016, at UWMadison. At this meeting our members can:
Obtain details about and approve our budget for 201617 (planned for 11:30 AM
– 12:15 PM),
Break for lunch on your own (12:15 PM – 1:00 PM), and
Return or show up for the discussion of the funding requests we have received
(1:00 PM – 3:00 PM or so).
Only dues paying members are eligible to propose a project for funding. Anyone
receiving a free membership may become a dues paying member to sponsor a project
for funding.

Global Diversity MiniGrants
March 1, 2016 is the deadline for Global Diversity MiniGrants, modest
appropriations to enable teachers, librarians, and community leaders to create
events and curriculum to help young people see similarities and diversity in world
cultures. Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of WisconsinMadison use
proceeds from sales of their educational we all posters to assist schools with
international projects. Six schools were honored with recent grants:
Oshkosh North High School, Oshkosh, WI: “DiverseCity at Work”
McAuliffe Elementary School, Chicago, IL: “Global Universals: Native

American Dance”
Albuquerque Academy and Wilson Middle School, NM: “Plant for Peace”
Wayland Academy, Beaver Dam, WI: “Book Talks – Global Health Issues”
Pedro Menendez High School, St. Augustine, FL: “Cultural Fair
Expansion”
KM Global, Wales, WI: “World Map Project”
Order forms for sets of we all posters and minigrant application format outline
are posted at http://rpcvmadison.org/weall. The next quarterly deadlines are
March 1, June 1, and September 1, 2016.

How U.S. Peace Corps Uses Donated Calendars
I know that the RPCVs of Madison Wisconsin donate a number of your wonderful
calendars (I’m looking at a copy on my desk right now) to the Peace Corps for Third
Goal use. I just wanted to write and let you know that we are putting some of the
calendars to a new use in the coming weeks: sending them as a thank you to some of
our most active PCPP and Let Girls Learn project donors.
We view our PCPP and Let Girls Learn projects as supporting both The Peace Corps’
First Goal and Third Goal. They support the First Goal by providing needed technical
support and capacity building to our communities and they support the Third Goal by
engaging the American public in learning about and supporting the needs of the
communities where we serve.
We will, of course, attribute the beautiful calendars to the RPCVs of Madison
Wisconsin in our letter to the donors. We want the PCPP and Let Girls Learn project
donors to know where the calendars came from (and where they can get more, if they
are so inclined).

Thank you again for all you and the RPCVs of Madison Wisconsin do for the Peace
Corps, our Volunteers, and their communities. We are truly grateful.
Best,
Debra
PCPP Program Manager
Peace Corps

February 28  March 5, 2016
To celebrate National Peace Corps Week, the UW International Division, UW Peace
Corps, and the UW Latin American, Caribbean, and Iberian Studies Program invite you
to join us for a special speaker presentation and networking mixer on Tuesday, March
1, 2016, from 4:00 pm  6:00 pm at the University Club. Snacks provided!
We are pleased to announce we’ll be hosting Cecilia ZárateLaun, who was recently
awarded the Global Citizen of the Year Award from the Dane County Chapter of the
United Nations, and Jack Laun, Returned Peace Corps Volunteer, cofounders of
Colombia Support Network, will speak on the prospects for peace with justice in
Colombia between the Colombian Government and FARC guerrillas. Both groups are
now devoted to finalizing a Peace Agreement which would bring an end to a conflict
that has persisted for over 50 years. Cecilia and Jack will place the FARC

demobilization in a historical context, and suggest what it might mean for obtaining a
more just society without political violence.
More Peace Corps Week events in Madision, here. Check out a story about UW
Madison's tradition of producing Peace Corps volunteers, here.

Madison Servv Offers Peace Corps Week Discount
Adrienne Marvin, an RPCV from Mozambique and manager of Madison  Serrv, one of
our local fair trade stores, is offering a 20% off discount to RPCVs and "future PCVs"
(Adrienne didn't indicate how that was defined) during Peace Corps Week (Feb 28 
March 5). The 20% discount applies to the entire purchase not including food or sale
items. This offer is good at both of our locations, 2701 Monroe St and 221 State St.

COMING SOON!
March 1 Peace Corps Week Event at
UW University Club
March 1 Global Diversity Mini Grant
Deadline
March 10 Calendar Committee Meeting
March 16 RPCV Group Monthly
Meeting
March 31 Gift Away Deadline
April 23 Gift Away Meeting
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