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Have a story to submit? Deadline for next issue is: Monday, March 26. Contact the
World Roots Editor, Mary Dunn, at WorldRoots@rpcvmadison.org

GiftAway Funding
Request due March 31

Free (for the first year back) or paid members of the Returned Peace Corps
Volunteers of Wisconsin – Madison can request funding to help support a project
or projects of interest to them through a process we call the GiftAway. This year we
have $19,215 remaining to fund such projects. If you want to request support for a
project, please read below.
At present, we hold two GiftAway sessions: one occurred this past October at which
we distributed $20,800 to 10 projects, the other is upcoming on Saturday, April 14.
The site for this meeting is the Alumni House (650 North Lake St) on the UWMadison campus. At this meeting our members can:
obtain details about and approve budget for 2018-19 (planned for
11:00 AM – 12:00 Noon),
break for lunch on your own (12:00 Noon – 1:00 PM), and
return or show up for discussion of funding requests received (1:00
PM – 3:00 PM or so).

As part of the GiftAway, the requests for funding will be ranked by our members
with higher ranking requests receiving full funding until we run out of funds. This
means that requests that do not score well may not receive any funding. If time
allows, we will decide which projects to fund at the GiftAway meeting.
The Instruction Document on our website that provides the criteria for ranking
the donation requests, guidelines for the amount of funding that can be requested,
and details on projects that we will not support. Please limit your request to a twopage Word document as I do not have the software to work with individual pdf
files.

Use

a

legible

font

and

font

size.

Email

the

request

to

me

at giftaway@rpcvmadison.org.
I want to reiterate one statement in that document. We will not fund a project until
someone, either you or a representative of the group for which funding is
requested, attends a GiftAway meeting to answer any questions we might have
about the project. If the requests significantly exceed the amount of funds available
for that GiftAway meeting, we will try in advance of the meeting to inform
applicants whose requests we do not expect to fund that it may not be worthwhile
for them to attend that meeting.
Walt Zeltner, GiftAway Donations Chair
608-345-6678

See You at the Freeze
for Food on March 3

The Launching of
a New Website

The RPCVs of Madison have a new website. Have you noticed? If you go to
rpcvmadison.org, you will ﬁnd a new look and feel, but in a familiar menu
structure. But wait! What is that Member Community thing, you say?

What’s New

We now have a membership database. You will be able to renew your membership
online. You can pay for multiple years in advance if you wish. Your renewal date
will begin one year from the date you renew, not on an arbitrary date based on our
annual meeting. You will be able to ﬁnd other members and contact them through
the database. No personal information like address, phone or email will be visible;
emails will be sent through the membership database and you will be alerted in
your personal email that you have a message waiting. At that point you can choose
to share, or not, personal contact details.
The important thing about this database is that it makes it signiﬁcantly easier for
the leadership team to manage and communicate with membership. Renewals are
automated, and we expect that we won’t continue to lose members due to lack of
follow-up.
Also, all Board members and certain leadership have domain names within a
Google Suite application. Make note of these:
president@rpcvmadison.org (Marty Havlovic)
vp@rpcvmadison.org (Lauren Troxtel)
treasurer@rpcvmadison.org (Darlene Schmidt)
secretary@rpcvmadison.org (Rebecca Biely)
Membership@rpcvmadison.org (Aaron McKean)
Board@rpcvmadison.org (all elected Board members)

RPCVPoster@rpcvmadison.org (Char Thompson)
PCPP@rpcvmadison.org (Tom Brodd)
Giftaway@rpcvmadison.org (Walt Zeltner)
WorldRoots@rpcvmadison.org (Mary Dunn)
WebSupport@rpcvmadison.org (web designer, Tamara Tsurkan of
Silwik Design)
info@rpcvmadison.org (Kate Schachter)
The Google Suite will ultimately link our listserv more cleanly, and we will be able
to move our administration ﬁles off the Yahoo listserv and onto our Google
listserv.

How to use it

Watch for a listserv message in the next week or so that tells you the site is being
launched. You will be invited to setup a login. Follow the instructions and check it
out when you have time.

What to do with it

In addition to being able to contact members, every member will have the right to
add Events to the Calendar. Notice the Calendar in the footer of every single page.
When setting up the Event at https://www.rpcvmadison.org/events, there are
Categories to select from.
Is it an event that aligns with our group values that you are personally passionate
about? Choose the type for Member Supported Events. Garage sale for Liberia
Assistance Program? Film on environmental issues in Peace Corps countries?
Do

you

want

to

organize

a

Social

event

to

get

together

for

dinner/movie/drinks/hikes… and network with like-minded souls? Choose the type
for Social Events.

Who to contact

Contact Kate Schachter, at info@rpcvmadison.org if you have questions. Phone:
608-262-1121

Who is this
woman?

Can anyone tell me who the woman in this picture is, who is being
interviewed by Bob Klein for the Oral History Project?
The information is needed for a website that is being built, in honor of the
work that Bob and Phyllis Noble worked on so valiantly for so long. There is
now an official NPCA Affiliate group, Oral History Archive Project (OHAP).
Watch for more news as the site rolls out.
Both Harry Bennett and Amy Amessoudji of our group are working on
this project. If you'd like to be interviewed, or be an interviewer of stories of
RPCVs that are archived in the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library in
Boston, contact either one of them for more information.

Spring 2018 Volunteer
Opportunities
Do you have an hour, maybe even two,
in any of the following tasks to help promote Peace
Corps?
Between now and May 18, 2018, this page will be used to ask for
help to get the

UW- Madison back to #1 in Peace Corps' Top

Producing Colleges category! If a date is imminent with
insufﬁcient support or a new Event is added, an email will be sent
out to the Peace Corps Ambassador group, the RPCVs on the UW
Campus, and the RPCVs of WI-Madison.
All questions can be directed to Kate Schachter, UW Campus Peace
Corps Recruiter, peacecorps@international.wisc.edu, work 608262-1121 or cell

608-440-0674.

#OnWisconsin!
Already signed up? You can change your sign up.

UW Madison #1 in
Peace Corps
Volunteers!
Exciting news, in case you've not heard it...
The UW-Madison is ranked ﬁrst among large universities for the
second year in a row, on the 2018 Top Volunteer-Producing
Colleges and Universities list.
https://news.wisc.edu/uw-madison-ranked-no-1-for-peacecorps-for-second-year/
Thanks to Elizabeth Marik, a 2016 UW graduate currently
serving in Thailand, and to the other 84 Badgers in one of 60
countries around the world.
Thanks to the support work of the recruiters: Abby Cook,
Micah Kloppenburg, Eric Luckey, Greg Pepping, Kim
Johnson, and more!

Calendar Committee
Jim Hitchman, calendar chair, shared that calendar
revenues were slightly lower and they had overestimated
the expected revenue for perpetual calendars; however,
notecard revenues were almost as expected.
Discounted calendars are available now to make room for
the 2019 calendar.
Photos have been selected for 2019 calendar, but notecard
www.rpcvcalendar.org

selection is not complete. They are planning one card
with unique graphical transitions, but will need to have
photographers agree to the modifications.

President, RPCVs of WisconsinMadison,
Commentary

Marty Havlovic, president highly recommends that everyone return to
their host country at some point. He also will compose and submit a
letter of support for the nomination of Josephine Olsen as Peace Corps
Director.
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