PCC4Refugees E-Newsletter!
The Refugee Ban - One Year Later
January 27, 2018 marked the one-year anniversary of President Trump's executive order that
banned refugees from entering the country. The administration continues to take actions that
prevent refugees from entering the country on track to a historically low admission number. You
can watch this video on Vimeo to learn more.
Our group often gets the question, "What can I do to help?". The answer doesn't always feel
important, but it is: call congressional representatives and speak in favor of refugees - and
encourage friends and family to do the same. Also, educate people in your communities about
refugees and change the conversation. Here are 18 other ways to support refugees in 2018.

Latest News
UN Global Compact for Migration
Representatives of PCC4Refugees participated in the informal
stakeholder consultations for the UN Global Compact for Migration at
the United Nations in New York, NY on December 18, 2017.
The team gave a statement about this group's support for the Global
Compact and the important role that civil society can play to alleviate the
global refugee crisis.

Representatives from PCC4Refugees attended stakeholder consultations for
the UN Global Compact for Migration at the United Nations in New York.
Pictured: Chuck Hitchcock, John Dickson, Mary Dickson
Not Pictured: Darcy Neill

The PCC4Refugees team giving a statement at the UN Global Compact for
Migration at the United Nations in New York.

In the last newsletter, we wrote about the United States' position to no
longer take part in the Global Compact on Migration. This may influence
our ability to participate in the remaining 3 consultations.

Mentor an Asylum Seeker in TASSC
International’s Pilot Professional Mentorship
Program!
Are you an RPCV looking for a unique way to share your professional
skills? Would you like to support immigrants in the DC area? TASSC
International seeks 10-12 volunteers with knowledge and / or
connections in the following industries for a 3-month pilot mentorship
program:
-

nursing

-

medicine

-

project or non-profit management

-

IT

-

civil engineering

-

agriculture

-

microbiology

-

human resources

-

journalism and communications

Contact TASSC Workforce Development and Job Placement
Coordinator Sara Allen sara@tassc.org to learn more and engage!

RPCVs in New York City
In early January 2018, RPCVs attended a volunteer
orientation session at HIAS in New York city. The RPCVs
are looking to mentor refugee families in the NYC area.

Don Drach (PCC4Refugees), Hadas Yanay (HIAS), and RPCVs in New York City
at a volunteer orientation at HIAS.

Supporting Refugee Health Opportunities
Hesperian Health Guides, a non-profit organization based
in Berkeley, California, has focused for decades on
improving community health in countries where Peace
Corps serves, and is now expanding their efforts to aid
refugees and immigrants in the US. You can read more
about Hesperian and their work in our article.
If you have stories to share or would like to help with this
effort, please email us at info@pcc4refugees.org.

Community Support Efforts
Learn what others in the Peace Corps Community and NPCA Affiliate
Groups have been doing to support refugees in our featured Articles.
Learn RPCVs working at RefugeeConnect in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Articles

Support Refugees and Immigrants
through International Calendars!
A portion of the proceeds from the RPCV International Calendars
produced by the RPCVs of Wisconsin Madison goes to projects that
support refugees and immigrants. You can still order a 2018
International Calendar from your local NPCA affiliate group or
at https://rpcvcalendar.org.

Volunteer Opportunities with LIRS
LIRS's program Circle of Welcome matches volunteer and community
groups with a refugee family for one year to provide friendship and
support. They have programs in: Tacoma, WA; Atlanta, GA; Minneapolis,
MN; Raleigh, NC; Columbia, SC; Grand Rapids, MI; and Troy, MI.
Individuals and groups can also provide support from a distance. The
group can become a “Distance Partner Circle of Welcome Team” and
support a refugee family in a different state and advocate locally for
refugee resettlement.

There is also a special need for volunteer support in the DMV LSS
National Capital Area in Hyattsville, MD, Woodbridge, MD, and Falls
Church, VA.
For more information and to connect to this program, visit the Circle of
Welcome website.

Are you serving refugees in your community? We would love to hear what
you're up to! Your answers help us stay connected to Peace Corps Community
efforts by sharing stories and experiences with others through outreach. Please
take a short survey!

Helpful Resources
Find helpful resources for supporting refugees

Resources
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