PCC4Refugees E-Newsletter!
Migration Benefits All
Despite less attention on the current refugee crises, migration still greatly
affects the world. While some may believe that migration hurts economies,
the World Economic Forum has written that migration is beneficial. For
example, in the UK, a period of high immigration which started in 1997 and
peaked in 2004, had a positive impact on GDP and employment. Immigrants
bring various skills and aptitudes, catalyzing locals to improve their own. You
can read more about it in the article here.

Latest News
WellRefugee Center
The WellRefugee Center is a growing non-profit
organization committed to reducing health care
disparities and creating medical and behavioral health
services and access for the underserved population of
refugees in greater Atlanta. The WellRefugee Center
brings together the refugee and service provider
communities, along with other interested partners such
as hospitals and universities, for joint efforts to serve the
metro Atlanta community. You can learn more about
them here: www.wellrefugee.org. They also have a
number of volunteer opportunities to work with refugees
to help them navigate the health care system in the
Atlanta area. For more information and to contact
Robbin League, volunteer coordinator (and RPCV!),
please visit the website or email her
at robbin.league@emory.edu.

Refugee Assistance Alliance
The Refugee Assistance Alliance is a nonprofit
organization based in South Florida that focuses on
supporting refugees through English language
instruction and mentorship. They currently have over 40
tutors working with 19 families (18 from Syria and 1 from
Iraq). The organization grew organically from matching
the needs of resettled refugees with an interest from
volunteers to fill those needs. Kristen Bloom is an
RPCV (Peru 2006-2007) and President and Founder of
Refugee Assistance Alliance. She often tells people that
working with the refugee community in the U.S. is very
similar to the work she did in Peace Corps. With growing
interest from the community, they are looking to grow the
organization in a sustainable way. You can learn more
about them on their website here.

PassBlue: Why Turkey's Model
Work Permits for Refugees Don't
Actually Work
Turkey harbors the largest number of refugees in the
world, of whom 3.2 million are Syrians. Many outsiders
believe that refugees live mostly in camps, which is
hardly true in Turkey. Peace Corps Volunteers never
served in Greece where alot of the attention of refugees
is, but almost 1,500 PCVs worked in Turkey from 1962
until 1971. Some of those RPCVs may wish to serve

there again, especially to aid the millions of desperate
Syrians refugees there now. Please read more of
Turkey's refugee situation in an article by RPCV and
PCC4Refugee's Tino's Calabia in Pass Blue.

PCC4Refugees at the
Shriver Circle Leadership
Summit
PCC4Refugee's Peter Deekle shared good
news at the NPCA Shriver Circle
Leadership Summit about
PCC4Refugee's involvement with the
National Peace Corps Association and
their advocacy efforts for refugees through
a grant with the Open Society Foundation.
The Shriver Circle Leadership Summit is an
annual meeting of Shriver-level contributors
and leaders of NPCA. At the meeting there
was strong interest in the cause and how
we plan to engage more communities in
public awareness, advocacy and support
for resettlement. Concern was expressed
about the Trump administration's reduction
of annual resettlement numbers, and much
appreciation about how we identify and
promote models for local
support. Questions were raised about how
we will measure the effectiveness of our
efforts, and Jonathan Pearson reminded all
present that each participating affiliate
should be planning at least 3-5 events that
engage the community.

RPCVs in New York City
In early January 2018, RPCVs attended
a volunteer orientation session at HIAS in

New York city. In April, the RPCVs of NYC,
HIAS, and Don Drach from PCC4Refugees
met again to plan volunteer engagement
with opportunities such as supporting
employment training programs, cultural
orientation, and English teaching.

Community Support Efforts
Learn what others in the Peace Corps Community and
NPCA Affiliate Groups have been doing to support
refugees in our featured Articles.
Articles

Online Courses at Alison.com
For refugees, moving forward in the U.S. can be
challenging when educational attainment and work
backgrounds don’t match available jobs, which
frequently happens. For the first few years in their new
homes, they have little time for attending classes.
Meanwhile, their friends and mentors may find it hard to
locate resources targeted for them. Online classes can
fill this need. A good example is Alison, a for-profit social
enterprise based in Ireland. It is one of the world’s
largest free e-learning providers, with 1,000 free courses
for 12 million learners in 195 countries. Anyone can
easily access the courses. You can read more about
it here.

Volunteer Opportunities with
LIRS
LIRS's program Circle of Welcome matches volunteer
and community groups with a refugee family for
one year to provide friendship and support. They
have programs in: Tacoma, WA; Atlanta,
GA; Minneapolis, MN; Raleigh, NC; Columbia,
SC; Grand Rapids, MI; and Troy, MI.
Individuals and groups can also provide support from a
distance. The group can become a “Distance Partner

Circle of Welcome Team” and support a refugee family
in a different state and advocate locally for refugee
resettlement.
There is also a special need for volunteer support in the
DMV LSS National Capital Area in Hyattsville,
MD, Woodbridge, MD, and Falls Church, VA.
For more information and to connect to this program,
visit the Circle of Welcome website.

Are you serving refugees in your community? We would love
to hear what you're up to! Your answers help us stay
connected to Peace Corps Community efforts by sharing
stories and experiences with others through outreach. Please
take a short survey!

Helpful Resources
Find helpful resources for supporting refugees

Resources
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