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Welcome, Introductions and General Update (Eli)
Election Process and Results (Sagi)
Review of Mission and Strategic Plan
ANSI Update (Richard)
BCOP Update (Chris G)
Marketing Update (Mona)
Existing Certification Updates (OIX-1, OIX-2)
New Standards in Development (Edge DC, “local-ix,” Cloud connect)
Potential re-brand
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Election Results
• 4 Member NomCom committee made up of OIX members
• Multiple calls for volunteers to members@
• NomCom committee:
• Sagi Brody, Christian Koch, Charles Gucker, Jim Grady
• Multiple calls for nominations to members@
• 7 Nominees, 6 passed vetting process
• Voting conducted via OpaVote SaaS platform
• 38% member participation in voting
• Nominees:
• Paul Emmons
• Matt Griswold
• Aaron Hughes
• Arnold Nippers
• Chris Rogers
• Eli Scher

Election Results
Results:
• Matt Griswold
• Aaron Hughes
• Eli Scher
• Arnold Nippers

Open-IX Association Mission
• Open-IX, a nonprofit member-based organization, encourages the
proliferation of interconnection by the development, implementation and
certification of transparent technical and operating standards, to create
more resilient and efficient global internet infrastructure.
• United States 501(c)(6) non-profit Trade Association

• Develops common and uniform standards for data transfer and physical
connectivity at IXPs and data centers
• Certifies and promotes IXPs and data centers that meet the communitydeveloped standards

Open-IX Association Strategic Plan
• Based on the guidance provided by the Board, Open-IX performs its mission in accordance with the
following goals and principles:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Encourage support of Open-IX via membership
Grow and retain the certified entities
Educate the community on interconnection
Encourage new entrants in the interconnection space
Evangelize the use of Open-IX and protect and enhance the brand
Define value proposition to various constituencies
Develop and strengthen relationships with datacenter, operator and peering forums
Form strategic partnerships with certified entities, brokers, analysts, other certification organizations, and
appropriate directory services
Recover costs in a fair and equitable manner as set by the Board, including maintaining adequate funds for
long-term stability
Keep Open-IX community informed about updates to certifications, activities, and events

Finance
We have worked to stabilize our finances in FY 2018
• Engaged Friedman LLP for accounting services
• Tax filings
• Bank reconciliation
• FY 2017 compiled financial statements
• Ongoing financial statement compilation
• Current financial position of Open-IX (as of October 31, 2018)
• YTD increase in net assets of ~ $62K
• Total assets of $197K
• Implementing tighter Treasurer & Executive Director financial cadence
• FY2019 budget to be developed at forthcoming strategy session

ANSI Update (Pretty Big Deal!)
• To further support and enhance the value proposition, last fall OIX began
the long process of obtaining, first, accreditation as an American National
Standards Institute (ANSI) Accredited Standards Development Organization,
followed by designation of the OIX-1 and -2 as ANSI American National
Standards (ANS). ANSI conferred official accreditation on OIX as an SDO in
July 2018. OIX’s application for designation of the two standards as ANS is
in process.
• Why is this important? How does it enhance the mission objective of OIX of
helping achieve a more resilient and efficient global internet infrastructure?

ANSI/OIX
• First: some background on ANSI.
• ANSI does not develop standards itself but acts as an umbrella
entity overseeing the development and use of standards by
accrediting the procedures of SDOs throughout the U.S., and it
is the largest and pre-eminent such entity in the U.S.
• In addition to facilitating the formation of standards in the U.S.,
ANSI promotes the use of U.S. standards internationally,
advocates U.S. policy and technical positions in international
and regional standards organizations, and encourages the
adoption of international standards as national standards
where appropriate.

ANSI/OIX
• ANSI is the official U.S. representative to the two major international
standards organizations, the International Organization for
Standardization (ISO), and the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC). In many instances, ANSI takes U.S. standards forward to
the ISO and IEC,, where they are adopted in whole or in part as
international standards.
• Approximately 9,500 American National Standards carry the ANSI
designation.
• More specifically, what is ANSI’s value proposition that OIX decided to
make the important investment of time and effort to obtain ANSI
accreditation and its designation of OIX’s standards?

ANSI/OIX
• ANSI accreditation signifies that the procedures used by SDOs it
accredits meet its requirements for openness, balance,
consensus, and due process. The requirement are rigorous.
• ANSI also designates specific standards as ANS when it
determines that the standards were developed in an
environment that is equitable, accessible and responsive to the
requirements of various stakeholders. Here again, the
requirements are rigorous. In each case, for both accreditation
and ANS designation, OIX has undertaken a through review and
revision of its operating procedures to ensure consistency with
ANSI requirements.

ANSI/OIX
• What does this all mean in concrete market terms? What do
standards have to do with the market? à Voluntary consensus
standards quicken the market acceptance of products while
making clear how to improve the safety of those products for
the protection of consumers.

ANSI/OIX
• One significant, competitive implication of standards: whether
a given standard directly encompasses intellectual property
(which then becomes “standard essential property”), or more
indirectly confers a commercial benefit to some market
participants but not others, standards can sometimes pre-empt
market choice by a self-chosen few with commercial interests.

ANSI/OIX
• To counter this possibility while also fostering and safeguarding
the positive value of standards, ANSI focuses on the integrity of
the standards development process itself to ensure that the
SDOs it accredits and the standards it designates as ANS
comport with the most rigorous criteria for due process,
transparency and balance of interests among the participants
in the standards development process. In this way, it seeks to
ensure against ‘market capture’ by commercially interested
market participants who also participate in and steer the
standards development process. OIX, in turn, is fully
committed to this goal.

ANSI/OIX
• By seeking conferral from ANSI of its ‘gold star of approval’ for
proper standards development process, OIX seeks to share the
value of that ‘gold star’ for standards development process, in
furtherance of global internet security, reliability and
efficiency, for OIX-certified and non-certified entities alike.

ANSI/OIX
• Looking back: ANSI principles in effect were incorporated into
the founding documents and practices of OIX. The standards
were articulated at the outset of Year 1, some five years ago,
and implements as basis for certification of DCs and IXPs.
• Year 2: OIX applied for and received exemption from U.S. DOJ
as an SDO meeting the requirements of the National
Cooperative Research and Production Act, limiting damages to
qualified SDOs to single instead of federal statutory treble
damages for any antitrust liability related to their standards
development activities.

ANSI/OIX
• Now – and looking forward: OIX is following its operating
procedures, and in conformity with ANSI procedural
requirements, in commencing development of new standards.
• IN SUM: OIX’s accreditation by ANSI and its pursuit of ANS
designation for OIX-! and -2 and now, possibly, standards to be
developed, should appreciably enhance its ability to achieve its
mission objectives.

BCOP
• All current BCOP documents migrated to GitHub!
• Converted to markdown, READMEs added, etc.
• https://github.com/Open-IX/BCOP

• Slack channel #bcop created
• open-ix.slack.com

• Mailing list still available
• http://lists.open-ix.org/mailman/listinfo/bcop

• Committee volunteers needed!
• Hit me up

Marketing
This was a positive year of change and growth. Due to IMPR engagement, we have made our messages known on social media, we have
engaged new Volunteers and made known our mission.
• Continue to work (along w/IMPR) on Marketing Strategy to include Social Media, Website communications and resource, Press
Releases, eDM.
• Increase Brand Awareness and utilize current Certified Entities in order to ramp up engagement and increase knowledge of
standards.
Partnership Strategy – Continue to identify and work with Companies like BroadGroup in order to participate at conferences and
networking events. Target industry professionals across our Certification offerings. Engage with Peering, IX, Data Center, Edge
Communities throughout the AMERICAS, Europe, Middle East (EMEA) and Asia Pacific (APAC), so that OIX becomes THE standards
Organization.
• Offer Board Members and Certified entities opportunities for attendance and speaking engagements, in order to proselytize OIX
Standards.
• Enable the website to be utilized as a “go to” reference across all of our Standards.
• Utilize ANSI certification.
Continue to work on communications, potential “On-Boarding” package for certified entities (to include a plaque, press release
instructions, request for Company information to be shared on Social Media, etc.), updated branding for new certifications, calendar
maintenance/eDM for conference attendance by ED, Board, Members

Certification
• Any company can adopt Open-IX standards and apply
for certification
• Certification signifies implementation and compliance
with OIX standards
• Provides company the ability to use the certification
marks publicly
• Provides network operators an easy way to see
compliant companies
• Companies may choose to be compliant without
being certified

Standards
OIX-1 IXP

OIX-2 Data Center

• Infrastructure: switching platform, IP space,
route server
• Standard physical interface
• Best practices for traffic forwarding
• Clear customer interface demarcation points
• Operational: NOC, monitoring, statistics
reports
• Current peering contact information
• Accessible information on public website

• Infrastructure: utility feeds, transformers,
water sources, network access, MMR,
interconnection
• Operational: rules, licensing, commissioning,
maintenance, operating procedures, change
management
• Service levels for generator(s), UPS, cooling,
interconnect delivery, electrical circuit
• Open, non-discriminatory access and pricing
• Accessible information on public website

OIX-1 IXP Certifications
NAME

CERTIFICATION
DATE

CITY

STATE

COUNTRY

Boston

MA

USA

Mass IX

October, 2015

Italy

MIX

November, 2015

USA

DE-CIX

January, 2015

India

Mumbai-IX (CH)

March, 2017

USA

DE-CIX North
America

January 2015

Milan
New York

NY

Mumbai
Dallas

TX

10 IXPs, 6 Companies

OIX-2 Data Center Certifications
CITY

STATE

COUNTRY

NAME

Dallas
Houston
Austin
Cincinnati (7th)
Cincinnati
Phoenix
Chicago
Houston
Durham
Somerset
Atlanta
New York
Miami
Richardson
Garden City
Portland
Mumbai
Mumbai
Paris
Milan
Milan

TX
TX
TX
OH
OH
AZ
IL
TX
NC
NJ
GA
NY
FL
TX
NY
OR

USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
India
India
France
Italy
Italy

CyrusOne
CyrusOne
CyrusOne
CyrusOne
CyrusOne
CyrusOne
New Continuum
EdgeConneX
Sentinel
Sentinel
Zayo
DataGryd
Zayo
Databank
WebAir
EdgeConneX
GPX Global Systems
Web Werks India
Data4
CDLAN
Data 4

CERTIFICATION
DATE
January, 2013
January, 2013
January, 2013
January, 2013
January, 2013
January, 2013
April, 2014
June, 2014
August, 2014
August, 2014
January, 2015
May, 2015
July, 2015
October, 2015
February, 2016
June, 2016
Nov-16
May-17
Oct-17
Oct-17
Jun-18

Certifications Global View

New Standards
Edge DC Standard

• Tiering Structure, Certify Designs
• Committee membership

Local-IX

• Similar to OIX-1 but with more permissible, exceptions with adequate disclosures
• Committee Membership

Cloud Connect

• Validate/Certify speeds/diversity, and any other specifications of “on-ramps”
• Committee membership

Contact Us
•
•
•
•
•
•

General information: www.open-ix.org
Certification: info@open-ix.org
Board of Directors: board-voting@open-ix.org
OIX-1 IXP Committee: ix-group@open-ix.org
OIX-2 Data Center Committee: dc-group@open-ix.org
Marketing Committee: marketing@open-ix.org

Thank you!
www.open-ix.org

