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Message from the President
Fellow RPCVs and friends;
One thing that nearly every RPCV will agree on about their Peace Corps experience is
that there has never been another time in their lives when they have spent more time
reading. Peace Corps is full of book trading and sharing, conversations about which book
was great and which isn’t worth reading, and so much time to read!
Despite my busy schedule, I am still an avid reader. Recently, at a Friday night RPCV
social, a number of us were discussing Greg Mortenson’s book, Three Cups of Tea. I was
reminded of how much I enjoy discussing the books I read with others and how much I
enjoy recommending good books and having books recommended to me.
In the spirit of reading and Peace Corps, I am organizing a Book Club with an
international focus. The options are endless—from the many books about Peace Corps
service to non-fiction books about different countries or events to fictional books set in
different countries and cultures or written by international authors.
Char Thompson has graciously offered to host our first gathering and the book we have
th
chosen is Greg Mortenson’s Three Cups of Tea. We will meet on Sunday, April 27 at
2:00 to discuss the book, drink tea and to create our book queue.
If you are interested in being part of the Book Club, please contact me
(mafeutz@uwalumni.com). I will create an e-mail list of all interested members and will
send you more information about the first meeting.
Read On!
Mary Ann
Here are some of my reading recommendations:
(Remember I served in Africa!)
Nine Hills to Nambonkaha: Two Years in the Heart
of an African Village by Sarah Erdman
Power Lines : Two Years on South Africa's Borders
by Jason Carter
King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and
Heroism in Colonial Africa by Adam Hochschild
We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will be
Killed With Our Families: Stories from Rwanda by
Philip Gourevitch
Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton
The Power of One by Bryce Courtenay
July's People by Nadine Gordimer

Dates in Brief*
February
7816 20 26 26 27 29 -

*Dinner, El Pescador
TGIF, Mem Union
*Internat’l Fest, Overture
Gen Mtng, Red Gym
*Sendoff & Potluck, Smith
Cal Meeting, RAS home
*Recruiting Social Nty Grty
PC Week Celeb, M. Union

March
6714 15 19 25 -

Internatl Dinner, INKA
Peace Corps Day, East Hi
TGIF Memorial Union
*Project Proposals Due!
General Mtng, Mem Union
Calendar Com Meet - RAS

April
311 16 22 -

Internatl Dinner, Lulu’s
TGIF, Memorial Union
Gen Mtng, Red Gym, 7pm
Cal Cm Mtng, RAS home
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Book summary on page 8

Our Wednesday, April 16th meeting will be devoted to
considering grant proposals for the proceeds of the 2008
International Calendar sales.
Proposals begin on page 8. Please review them and note
questions or concerns prior to the meeting.
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RPCVs of WI – Madison Officers & Contacts
El e ct ed O f f i ce r s
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Board Member
Board Member

Mary Ann Feutz
Kate Schachter
Rich Carr
Ana Zambie
Walt Zeltner
Char Thompson

Deadwood/Social
Coordinator

Laura Buchs

(262) 224.3753
442.0432
221.8467
234.0281
873.5257

mafeutz@uwalumni.com
kateschachter@yahoo.com
ffrsc@uaf.edu
azambie@matcmadison.edu
zeltner@chorus.net
charkt@charter.net
llbuchs@hotmail.com

Ev e n t Ch ai rs
Family Brunch
Freeze for Food
Tabling Events
International Dinners

Clare Vogel
Rick Lackey
Peter Joyce
Troy Rutter
Tom Brodd

213.8878
245.0626
245.9964
251.6193

cvogel@wisc.edu
meisa@charter.net
peterjoyce@sbcglobal.net
tdrutter@usgs.gov
thomasbrodd@sbcglobal.net

O t h e r Co n t a ct s
Calendar Coordinator
Calendar Customer Service
Business Manager
Donation Coordinator
Global Education
At Large

Melissa Kaltenbach
Ken Coffeen
Rose Ann Scott
Walt Zeltner
Marc Brand
Don Sauer
Anne Riordan

249.3545
224.1164
241.0845
873.5257
255.1339
(505) 412.2357

Membership

Brad Hinkfuss

242.9573

Newsletter Editor
Peace Corps Recruiter
Registered Agent

Lee Row
Greg Pepping
Terry Stark

232.9065
262.1121
233.9140

sauri_s@hotmail.com
kcoffeen@tds.net
roseannscott@yahoo.com
zeltner@chorus.net
brand@madison.k12.wi.us
donsauer@cybermesa.com
ACMS, CPO Box 695
Ulaanbaatar-13, Mongolia (Via China)
iambrad@chorus.net
217 Cory St., Madison 53704
rowhome@sbcglobal.net
peacecorps@cals.wisc.edu
terry.stark@dot.state.wi.us

L is t s e rv
RPCVs of WI – Madison

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rpcv_madison/

W eb sit e s
RPCVs of WI – Madison
NPCA
Peace Corps Online
Peace Corps

http://www.rpcvmadison.org
http://www.rpcv.org
http://www.peacecorpsonline.org
http://www.peacecorps.gov

First Thursday International Dinner
April’s restaurant is Lulu's (2524 University Ave.) on April 3 at 6:30 P.M.
Call Tom Brodd, 251.6193, if you have questions or need more information.
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Meeting Minutes
We met March 19, 2008 at 7:00
P.M. in the Langdon Room in the
UW Memorial Union.
16 were present.
President Mary Ann Feutz called
the meeting to order. Ken Coffeen
needed to leave, so he reported
that we continue to sell calendars
and have about 50 left.
Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Ana Zambie presented
the treasurer’s report.
Calendar sales
$2,252.83
Calendar balance
$123,662.83
Membership checks
$160.00
Sent to NPCA
$140.00
Group Balance
$3,565.28
Dues net YTD
$990.00
Freeze for Food
$1,633.81
(FfF to be paid out in April to

Columbia Support Network.)
Archiving Update
Meredith Lowe, graduate student
in library science, is possibly
interested in taking on RPCV of
Madison archiving as a project.
RPCVs would like to have access
to information regarding past
activities and would like to have
someone develop a manageable
record-keeping
system.
Lowe
would do this as an independent
study project, but she needs to
check with her advisor to see if the
time commitment would fit her
program.
If she agrees to take on the project,
she will be interested only in paper
records, not photographs. In the
meantime Judy Stadler will collect
information, records, etc. from
members.
Secretary Nomination/Election
Rich Carr has agreed to serve as
Secretary until an election is held.
Buck Trawicky was thanked for all
he has done as Acting Secretary.

Membership
There were originally seventeen
pages of onetime members who
had not renewed over the past
several years. At the February
meeting members took twelve of
those pages with the intent of
writing or calling those listed to
invite them back into RPCVs of
Madison. Five pages of names
remained; members took those
with the same intent.
Kate Schachter and Judy Stadler
reported on their efforts to contact
the names on their lists. Both
found enthusiasm for staying in
contact among those they reached,
even from former members now
living in other states.
Constitution
The
Scholarship
Committee,
represented by Greg Pepping,
decided that no changes need be
made to the existing language on
scholarships. Members agreed to
accept
the
Committee
recommendations.
Website Update
Mary Ann Feutz reported from Kim
that they have switched to a new
server and “she should have
something to show us soon.”
T-Shirt Update
T-Shirts are here.
th
Peace Corps 50 Anniversary
Discussion continued from the
February meeting on holding an
th
event
similar
to
the
40
Anniversary Celebration—a dinnerdance
event
that
includes
Minnesota RPCVs. Laura Buchs
made a case for dedicating a
portion of the calendar proceeds
th
before the 50 Anniversary toward
the building of a school in a
country and area needing such
funding (She suggested $20,000
as a possible amount.). Laura
discussed
the
possibility
of
partnering with an organization that
oversee such activities; Building
with Books was identified as the
probable best bet for such a
venture.
Discussion ensued regarding other
th
possible 50 Anniversary-related
projects.
Judy suggested a
communication
project
and
referred to the PBS program

Wisconsin Stories, which profiles
people and places in the state. In
her view, PBS would be “all over” a
story about local RPCVs. At Mary
th
Ann’s
suggestion
a
50
Anniversary
Committee
was
formed to pursue ideas further.
Book Club with an international
focus—Mary
Ann
suggested
focus
forming a book club in which those
interested would read a book with
international and Peace Corps
connections.
The group would
meet to discuss a selected book;
Three Cups of Tea was suggested
a s a possible first choice. More
will come on that—book, date for
meeting—later.
Educational
Posters—Char
Posters
Thompson identified the March 31
WCSS/IEC conference as a good
chance for getting ideas on
developing marketable posters.
Bydistributed a draft of
By-Laws—Kate
Laws
the RPCVs of Wisconsin, Inc.
Resolution
to
Amend
the
Constitution. She noted that it was
a draft “only for review;” the final
draft will need to be mailed out
before September. She will bring it
back to the May meeting once she
has
incorporated
suggested
changes.
Discussion centered on the voting
process
for
amending
the
Constitution. Would a 2/3 majority
of those present at the General
Meeting in September be enough
for an amendment? Or should

there be a voting mechanism for
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those who cannot attend the
meeting? Most who spoke favored
some form of the latter.
Final—Mary
Ann
reminded
Final

everyone that the April meeting
(4/16 in the Red Gym) would be
devoted to funding issues only.
Greg asked for help in getting a
fuller list of RPCVs on campus and
in the general area and thanked
everyone who participated in the
Peace Corps Week events; all
such events were well attended.
The May 4 Family Brunch will be
the next gathering to bring together
nominees, their families, and
RPCVs.
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Calendar News
Meeting January 27th, 2008 in the
Memorial Union
• Congratulations
to
the
Committee on selling out the
calendar!! 32,500
• Website Update:
Sent out
invitations to 3 web developers
and only 1 responded. Group
decided to go with that person.
Our
domain
will
be
RPCVCalendar.org. Goal is
st
June 1 , 2008 for website to
be up and running.
• Logo update: The spaces inbetween the roots of the tree
will be in the form of the
continents.
• Photos: Discussion on Tibet
photos. No decision made.
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• Gift away: Will know numbers
at Feb meeting.
• Fact sheet: A info sheet was
given out regarding calendar
history.
• Melissa announced that John
accepted
a
position
in
Colorado and will be moving.
Meeting February 26th, 2008 at
Rose Ann’s House
• New
Marketing
Director
Introduction: Marc Kennedy.
Welcome!!!
• Marketing:
Marc discussed
some ideas that he has in
areas that we could grow.
Other RPCV groups, PayPal,
local corporations, branching
out with current buyers, state
department and embassies,
United
Nations,
websites,
190,000 RPCV’s… Goal: to
increase sales to give more.
• Production: It’s moving along
well. Reviewed photos. Made
suggestions on months and
cover
but
all
voted
unanimously to give production
crew the creative rights to
create.
• Website:
Web developer
agreed to do the website. Web
committee will meet on March
th
11 , 7 P.M. Stephanie’s
house.
• Melissa is moving to Colorado.
Tom Brodd will be Calendar
Chair when Melissa leaves,
probably after this year’s
production.

Freeze for Food
(27th Annual) Report
At the danger of missing a few,
here are the names of the brave,
hardy souls who stood against the
elements once again for the 27th
Annual FFF. Mary Ann Feutz, Deb
Stapleton, Sarah Galanter, Conrad
Rubinkowski, Buck Trawicky, Jack
Laun, Rick Row, Erin Morris, Rich
Carr, Ken Coffeen, Heather HG,
Heidi Busse, Andy, Marc Brand,
Helene Pesche, Walt Zeltner, Troy
Rutter, Karl Starks, and of course
Rick Lackey. It was great to have
Lee Row and Tom Brodd back
from the tropics. Mike Read was
not there for the first time, but he
called on the phone to make sure
we were doing our duty. There

were several volunteers from
Colombia Support Network (CSN).
Also Travis Bashaw and Paul
Turpin helped us out with timing
and other functions. Paul and
Travis are from MARS (Madison
Area Race Series). There were 16
MARS participants in the 5K and
19 MARS participants in the 10K,
or roughly 42% our participants. A
heartfelt thank you to all.
We raised $2085 for the people of
San Jose de Apartado, Colombia.
The people of Colombia continue
to suffer dramatically. You can get
more information from Cecilia at
CSN. Most of the monies raised
were from our entrance fee, but we
had a number of generous
contributors. Most notable is Rich
Christopherson, who has donated
and run with few exceptions for 27
years.
We had 83 participants for an
average
of
$25.12
per
runner/walker. Not a bad take
considering it was 0 F at race time,
with wind up to 20 mph. It was our
highest income per runner for the
FFF. The weather was tough, 0 F,
with packed snow and ice on the
ground. Footing was not easy, and
runners had to be careful. The
wind off of Wingra coming into the
last half mile was brutal.
We had a total of 27 volunteers,
and were easily able to pull it off.
Everybody knows what to do, and I
have less and less to do each
year. My time and Rick’s time
probably totaled 15 hours, and
each of the other 25 volunteers
averaged about 4 hours for a total
of 115 hours. With revenues of
$2085, that works out to $18.13
per volunteer hour. Previous race
“wage” estimates have been

between $10 and $25. Expenses
were medium, as we had to buy
race numbers this year. The total
expenses were $551.19, while

some previous years have been
over $700. We are getting more
efficient financially, as email and
website do most of the publicity.
The Isthmus continues to give us a
free ad which is valued at $815.
We got very good coverage from
the Wisconsin State Journal, Daily
Page and Channel 15, without
press releases. We print fewer
brochures and get more donated
food.
MARS
contributed
a

significant number of runners.
Their
people
are
hard-core
runners, several doing both the 10
and 5 K.
As usual, the race could use more
organization and publicity. The
average age of our runners keeps
rising. We need more promotion in
the high schools and running
clubs. I’m always interested in
turning this even over to some new
blood. The 28th FFF will be
probably be Jan 24, 2009. I’d like
to have a brief meeting with
interested parties in June 2008. I’m
working towards a paperless race,
where our publicity is primarily via
the web. Anyone interested in
getting in on the ground floor of a
great event, let me know via email
or phone.
Peter J. Joyce
608.554.0384

peterjoyce@sbcglobal.net

Donation Reports
From El Terrero, Nicaragua
When two of our Sister City Project
(SCP) board members visited El
Terrero in November, at the end of
the rainy season, they were taken
to the village through some high
water by oxcart. They reported that
the
people
of
El
Terrero
“expressed enthusiastic thanks for
the 20 latrines. Previously, during
the rainy season, the few latrines
they had would flood, and with the
addition of the poop in the woods,

there would be poop everywhere!
The pigs would eat it and get sick
and there would be sick people,
too. This year, in spite of the
unusually high water, there has
been very little illness of people
and livestock. 'El Hermanamiento
Wisconsin'(SCP) was declared a
'gift from God' with much
evangelical prayer.”
And we of the SCP extend that
thanks to you, the RPCVs – the
donors of the funds for about half
of the new latrines. Our experience
of working with El Terrero has
been very positive. The community
members dug the holes for the
latrines
very
promptly.
The
preformed seats and floors were
delivered by the Santa Teresa
municipal truck, and all the latrines
were built quickly. (As is the
custom for latrines provided by aid
agencies,
each
latrine
has
“Hermanamiento
Wisconsin”
stenciled on the door.)
El Terrero is located in the buffer
zone at the edge of Santa Teresa's
Chacocente Wildlife Refuge. It is a
community of poor subsistence
farmers shared between three
different municipalities, each in a
different Nicaraguan department
(state). Because it is a divided
community,
none
of
the
municipalities give it any attention.
The latrine project was the first
time any outside organization
worked with El Terrero. For this
reason the people especially
appreciated our help.
The project in the Chacocente
village of La Chota, for which the
RPCV donated $1000 in 2006, was
also successfully accomplished in
2007. The original grant proposal
was for piping a spring, which
turned out to have insufficient flow
to
be
useful.
Instead
the
community of La Chota decided to
build several latrines for the
families that lacked them, install 10
rope pumps in wells, and make
cement well covers for all the
community wells.
SCP Nicaraguan facilitators Marlon
Palacio and Alma Susana Chavez
coordinated the projects in both
villages. We appreciate the
RPCV's support in providing clean
water and better health for rural
Nicaraguan people.

Jane Furchgott
Richland Center-Santa
Sister City Project

Teresa

From Nakpanduri, Ghana
It started with Carl Allen’s Peace
Corps Partnership proposal:
“The new girls’ dormitory project at
Nakpanduri Business Secondary

School (NABSS) will provide
housing for 80 female students.
The majority of the school’s female
population of 120 girls live outside
the immediate area and must find
accommodation in town during the
school year. Some stay in a makeshift building borrowed from the
local Presbyterian church, while
others seek shelter with relatives
some distance from the school.
Recently, the Presbyterian church
asked the girls to vacate their
premises so it can be transformed
into a vocational school. It is
therefore necessary for NABSS to
build a girls’ dormitory on the
school grounds. A new dormitory
at the school would fulfill their
urgent
need
for
basic
accommodation and would offer
them a closer, safer, and more
educationally supportive option.
NABSS, the board of governors,
and the PTA have each already
committed 100% of their available
resources to begin this project.
We need YOUR help to fund the
rest.”
Kate Schachter – and perhaps
other WI RPCVs – donated through
our group. Carl has done a
fabulous job of keeping us all
updated through his blog at
http://ghanagirlsdorm.blogspot.com
The dormitory in March 2008
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NPCA News
Anne Baker, NPCA Vice President,
reports that as of Friday, March
st
21 , 70 groups reaffiliated, 25 are
in progress, 20 say it is “coming” or
pending a merger, and 24 are
unaccounted for as of yet. To
check our group status (we were
so prompt this year!), go to
www.rpcv.org/groups/2008status.xls.
Funds we’ve donated to NPCA are
being used for Regional Group
Leaders Meetings. These will be
held:
Saturday, March 29 in Atlanta, GA
Saturday, May 3 in Seattle, WA
Saturday, October 3 in San Francisco (in conjunction with
the Group Leaders Forum)
Date TBA for a "virtual" meeting
NPCA acknowledges our contribution on the Group Leaders Meeting
page. To see for yourself, go to

rpcv.org/pages/sitepage.cfm?id=1
852.
NPCA has a number of useful
resources. Check out the website
at rpcv.org/index.cfm
rpcv.org/index.cfm..

Peace Corps at 50: An
Anniversary Story Project
A group of RPCVs has launched
Peace Corps at 50: An Anniversary
Story Project. The idea is for all
Peace Corps volunteers, in-country
staff and trainers to submit their
best stories to a four-volume
anniversary collection. Complete
information on the project, the
editors, and writers’ guidelines is
available at

http://www.PeaceCorpsAt50.org..
http://www.PeaceCorpsAt50.org
“We are all aware that the Peace
Corps experience was not always
rosy or uplifting,” said series editor
Jane Albritton (India 67-69).
“Sometimes volunteers can’t avoid
scary, ethically murky situations.
We are prepared to include welltold stories that recount those parts
of the Peace Corps experience
along with the more familiar
memories of just what do you do
when presented with a plate of
freshly fried crickets by a smiling
girl from Chad?”
The series will include four
volumes, each with its own editor:
Africa and the Middle East edited
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Resources
This one’s fun, you learn something, and you help feed hungry
people! http://FreeRice.com
It’s a vocabulary game and when you choose the correct
definition of a given word, you donate 20 grains of rice to
be distributed by the World Food Program
(htt
http://www.wfp.org/
p://www.wfp.org/). Since last October, 24,809,255,710
grains of rice have been donated. Please see the website
for information on how it works and to play the game!

Here’s another great site with resources for schools of all sorts, set
up by Greg Mortenson’s organization, the Central Asia Institute.

http://penniesforpeace.org
Explaining that “A penny in the United States is virtually
worthless, but in Pakistan and Afghanistan a penny
buys a pencil and opens the door to literacy,” this website offers resources for parents and teachers who, like
Mortenson, value cross-cultural understanding and want
to have more of it. The site provides directions on how
to get started collecting Pennies for Peace, resources for teachers,
information about schools in Pakistan and Afghanistan, photos, and more.

Got Stories? Suddenly it seems everyone wants to hear yours.
Kim’s working on our new website (http://rpcvmadison.org
http://rpcvmadison.org)
http://rpcvmadison.org and would like
to include your Peace Corps stories there. Please see the NPCA column
for an opportunity to share your stories with other RPCVs in an effort for
th
Peace Corps’ 50 birthday.
And now there’s the Peace Corps Wiki, the “Collaborative Institutional
Memory” (http://peacecorpswiki.com/ ). We are all invited to contribute and
improve this site. Begun by recently returned volunteers, the site has been
set up to accommodate as many stories, recollections, project accounts
and site reports as you can type into it.
The site explains, “You are even encouraged to create a page about
yourself! What country did you serve in? What projects did you work on?
What was in like serving in Venezuela in 1962, or being one of the 21 total
volunteers who served in Bosnia-Herzegovina from 2000-2002? We even
made it easy for you - on the main page is an ‘Add Volunteer’ box - just
type in your name and the hard part is done for you!”
So, go have a look at your country of service and if there’s nothing there,
grab the opportunity to write history from your point of view.
While you’re in the neighborhood, you may want to check out Peace
Corps Journals (http://peacecorpsjournals.com ), a related site. See what
current Volunteers are doing in your country of service, give advice, and
catch up on the goings-on.

by Dennis Cordell (Chad 68-70);
Asia and the Pacific edited by Jane
Albritton; South America, Central
America and the Caribbean edited
by Pat Alter (Paraguay 70-72); and
After the Cold War: Russia,
Eastern Europe and Central Asia
edited by Jay Chen (Kazakhstan
05-07).
Each book will be divided into
sections that focus loosely on
Expectations, Peace Corps Tasks,
Unexpected Shadows and the

Context of History. If the Peace
Corps were a person, these stories
would be her memoir.
“These four books and the stories
in them will document that we in
this country can engage fully with
other cultures, have our
preconceptions smashed to
smithereens, and live to tell the
tale.”
First deadline for submission is
January 2008.

Summary of Three Cups of Tea

Peace Corps Unveils 50th Anniversary Website
Director Ron Tschetter Announces Interactive Site
to Celebrate the History of the Agency
Washington, D.C., March 14, 2008 – Peace Corps Director Ron Tschetter today
th
announced the launch of the Peace Corps 50 Anniversary website, dedicated to
commemorating the agency’s 50 years of service: www.peacecorps.gov/50. The
th
Peace Corps will officially celebrate its 50 anniversary on March 1, 2011.
th
The 50 Anniversary website highlights historical information about the Peace
Corps’ long record of service It also provides ways in which participants can join in
on the worldwide celebrations leading up to and throughout 2011. The site includes
th
a listing of 50 Anniversary events planned in Washington, D.C. and elsewhere
around the U.S. The website also contains a list of in-country activities that are part
th
of the commemorative 50 Anniversary Partnership Program
Said Director Ron Tschetter, “The Peace Corps is very excited about celebrating
its fiftieth anniversary and sharing Peace Corps’ rich legacy around the world
th
through 2011. The 50 Anniversary website will be a great way to keep everyone
informed as the plans for celebrations and events unfold, both in the U.S. as well
as in our Peace Corps countries worldwide.”
As the website is further developed, Returned Peace Corps Volunteers will also
have a venue to submit stories and photos from their service, or donate artifacts to
th
the 50 Anniversary Archive through the website.

House for Sale by Owner...Madison...1102 Southridge Dr
$250,000
*2,058 sq ft
*3 bedroom (Master suite w/ full bath & walk-in closet)
*2 full/2 half bath
*Attached 2 car garage with built in shelves and storage attic
*Green Built/Energy Star
*Full finished basement (office/home theater/playroom/1/2 bath/extra storage
room)
*Chemical-free Yard with Small Fenced-in Garden (rabbit/deer proof)
*Fenced yard/Deck with Veranda/Lot with Mature trees and View of Madison
skyline
*Across the street from Glacier Hill Park (with soccer fields, playground equipment,
basketball court, and soon tennis courts and softball), and near Dog park
***Great location if you travel (10 min to airport) and only 10 min from UW Campus!
The nearly $40,000 in upgrades and new updates turn this house into a home
you'll fall in love with. We love our house and Madison, but an out-of-state career
opportunity has us selling our dream home and saying goodbye to the RPCV
Madison group.
Imagine summer and relaxing on your custom deck watching the sun set over
Madison skyline, while enjoying the fenced in backyard or entertaining your friends
and family in the newly finished basement with your entertainment center or just
enjoying the morning paper in your sunny kitchen...this home has it all...and don't
forget the master bedroom has its own walk-in closet and private master bath. Call
today for a showing! 249-3545
Photos available at: www.1102southridgedrmadisonwi.com and
www.fsbomadison.com ID# 12487

In 1993, Greg Mortenson, to honor
his deceased sister Christa's
memory, attempted to climb K2,
the world's second highest
mountain, in the Karakoram range
of northern Pakistan. After more
than 70 days on the mountain,
Greg and three other climbers had
their ascent interrupted by the
need to complete a 75-hour lifesaving rescue of a fifth climber.
The rescue took too much out of
Mortenson, forcing him to accept
failure and descend the mountain.
After getting lost during the
descent, he became weak and
exhausted. Two local Balti porters
took Mortenson to Korphe, a small
and unremarkable village built on a
shelf jutting out from a canyon. He
was greeted and taken in by the
chief of Korphe, Haji Ali.
To pay the community back for
their compassion, Mortenson
promised to build a school for the
village. After a frustrating time
trying to raise money, Mortenson
convinced Jean Hoerni, a Silicon
Valley pioneer, to found the
Central Asia Institute, which was
tasked with building schools in
rural Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Co-author Relin recounts
Mortenson's efforts in fascinating
detail, presenting compelling
portraits of the village elders, con
artists, philanthropists,
mujahideen, Taliban officials,
ambitious school girls and upright
Muslims Mortenson met along the
way. As the book moves into the
post-9/11 world, Mortenson and
Relin argue that the United States
must fight Islamic extremism in the
region through collaborative efforts
to alleviate poverty and improve
access to education, especially for
girls.
Faced with challenges of raising
funds, death threats from mullahs,
separation from his family, and a
kidnapping, Mortenson succeeding
in building more than 55 schools in
Taliban territory. Award-winning
journalist Relin recounts the slow
and arduous task Mortenson set
for himself, a one-man mission
aimed particularly at bringing
education to young girls in
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Summary of Three Cups of Tea
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Project Proposal Worksheet
Project
Umbuntu Children’s
Refuge

Where?

Sector

Request

Ghana, W. Africa

Health/Education

Farm Fences

El Terrero, Nicaragua

Ec
Dev/Env/Health

750

School Roof/Floor

El Terrero, Nicaragua

Health/Education

400

Wells & Covers

El Terrero, Nicaragua

600

Fair Trade Crafts

Arcatao, El Salvador

Club Feminino

Wausau, WI

Health
X Cult/Ec
Dev/Env/Ed
X Cult/Health

Mental Health Library

Gaza, Palestine

Health

Atwood Community
Center

Madison, WI

Com Dev

Env Health
Assessment

Lalo Loor Dry Forest,
Ecuador

Env/Health

Organic Ag Land
Purchase

Fitchburg, WI

X Cult/Ec Dev/Env

Emergency OB Care

Nueva EsperanzaChacula, Guatemala

Health

Youth HIV Prevention
& Life Skills Camp

South Africa

Health/Ed

Library materials

Salasaca, Ecuador

School Assistance

Uhola Primary School,
Kenya

Ed
X Cult/Ec
Dev/Env/Health/
Ed/Peace
Health/Ed

Slum Dweller Welfare

School Building

Delhi, India
El Corazon de
Conocimiento, Guatemala
Jenin, West Bank,
Palestine
Cow Field, Liberia

Mimeograph

Gbonkonimah, Liberia

Library resources
Playground

X Cult/ Ed
Ec
Dev/Ed/Children

Recommend

Granted

$2,000

2,000
1,000
1,000
2,000
3,060
2,000
2,000
2,000
1,300
2,000
1,000
Equal
Share
1,800
1,700
950

Please keep in mind:
• We do not fund overseas travel, even for projects that are otherwise approved.
• Legally, we cannot fund Peace Corps Volunteers in the field. If a PCV collaborates with a local agency or
individual, we can directly fund that agency or individual. Our strong preference is for the PCV to submit a
project to the Peace Corps Partnership program, and then alert us to the funding opportunity.
• Generally we do not fund relief projects with calendar proceeds unless they have a significant development
component. If you feel strongly about providing money to a relief project, consider organizing an educational
fund-raising event for the entire community. Ask members of the group to help provide some ideas.
• We generally do not fund scholarships in the US or support living expenses for foreigners working in the US.
A couple of years ago, several members indicated a preference for providing start-up funding to help projects get
established, rather than funding projects on an ongoing basis. If you request funds, it would be best to consider
the funding to be for two years at most.
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All RPCV of Wisconsin-Madison members receive a monthly Newsletter, World Roots, on payment of annual dues shown
below. To avoid record-keeping hassles, we prefer members pay through September of the year joining, then pay for a full
year membership in September. Members joining between September and December should pay $15; members joining
between January and April should pay $10; members joining between May and August should pay $5. Reduced rates are
available for those in extreme financial circumstances. You can also join the National Peace Corps Association (NPCA)
through us by paying an additional $35. We encourage you to join the NPCA, which provides us a way to affect national
issues.
Please note that overseas rates do not include NPCA membership. See above for calculations
___ Individual - $15/$10/$5
___ Overseas Individual - $24/$16/$8
___ Joint - $20/$14/$7 (Two people receiving one newsletter)
___ Overseas Joint - $29/$20/$10
___ I am also enclosing $35 for each NPCA membership
___ I do not want to join, but would like to receive World Roots and am enclosing $7 ($15 for overseas) to cover costs.
___ I’m Moving! Please change my mailing address.
$____________ TOTAL ENCLOSED

I would like to receive my Newsletter

____ on paper, by mail

Name:

____ electronically, by e-mail

Date:

Address:
Phone #s (H)
Country of Service:
PC Job:

(W)

E-mail:
Service Dates:

Birth date : (Optional - M/D/Y)
Send completed form & check to: RPCV's of Wisconsin – Madison, P.O.Box 1012, Madison, WI 53701
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