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Introduction
It was in 1961 that President John F. Kennedy established the Peace Corps by
executive order with the goal of promoting world peace and friendship through
volunteer overseas service. After 50 years, President Kennedy’s Peace Corps
challenge is still heard today as close to 200,000 Americans have answered
this call and volunteered their time and knowledge to promote three specific
yet simple goals. The first goal was to help the people of interested countries
meet their need for trained men and women. The second goal was for
volunteers to promote a better understanding of American people and
American culture in each host country. The third goal asked that volunteers
bring their perspective of the world back home with them so that other
Americans would better understand foreign countries and their cultures. With
great anticipation and excitement, we as Peace Corps Volunteers accepted
our assignments overseas and respectfully integrated ourselves into each
host community. In addition to making lasting relationships, we also assimilated
new values and principles introduced to us by our adoptive country. We built
trust and confidence as we worked together toward the greater goods of self-
sustainability or daily survival. All of these experiences helped shape our
individual perceptions of humanity. We hope that this catalog allows you to
look through our window on the world and explore these perspectives as well.

On behalf of the Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of Wisconsin-Madison, it is
my pleasure to introduce the long awaited art exhibit and catalog Bringing the
World Back Home: 50 Years with the Peace Corps. This catalog documents
a wide variety of artwork that former Peace Corps volunteers discovered or
inspired in their work overseas. These objects were created by artists from
culturally, socioeconomically, politically, religiously and geographically diverse
backgrounds. Each page of this catalog tells a story in the form of carvings,
textiles, pottery, basketry, weavings, musical instruments, paintings, prints
and dress from various African nations, Afghanistan, Nepal, the Pacific Islands,
as well as Central and South America. Until now, each art piece has enjoyed
a quiet appreciation as part of each owner’s private collection. Today they are
united together under the skillful direction of curator Donna Page to offer a
broad range of deep emotion and a glimpse at the unusual experiences that
Peace Corps Volunteers embraced in their countries and small communities.
Through this art show and catalog, we encourage you to take your time to
reflect on each entry and learn the story it brings as it traveled from its country
of origin to Wisconsin.

Ana Zambie (Bolivia 1999-01), President
Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of Wisconsin–Madison

AFRICA
1 SIERRA LEONE

4 LIBERIA

4 GHANA

6 NIGERIA

14 CAMEROON
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PACIFIC ISLANDS
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