FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Women of the Vine & Spirits to hold first of its kind
Executive Summit in New York City
World’s leading organization advancing women in the alcohol beverage industry will host top
industry executives at summit focused on women’s leadership initiatives
June 27, 2017 (New York) Women of the Vine & Spirits, the leading trade alliance
devoted to the advancement of women in the alcohol beverage industry and advocating for
diversity initiatives will facilitate the first of its kind gathering of top male and female
executives in the alcohol beverage industry for its inaugural Executive Summit, held
September 13, at City Winery in New York City.
The Executive Summit will focus on topics and best practices for starting or growing an
internal women’s leadership initiative. Topics to include Organizational Structure,
Elements of an Effective Women's Initiative, Workplace Diversity, Succession Planning,
Financial Equality, How to Start and Run a Successful Mentoring Program, How to Measure
Program Effectiveness, and others.
Women of the Vine & Spirits found there was a lack of available and current data in the US
and abroad of the number women in leadership roles in the alcohol beverage industry.
Understanding that women control $4.3 trillion of the $5.9 trillion in annual consumer
spending, and that women consumed 60.2% of total wine consumption in the US last year,
Women of the Vine & Spirits is taking the initiative to gather this data by surveying its
Corporate Partners, which are some of the leading wine and alcohol beverage brands in the
world. The organization plans to monitor this data over time and analyze its findings each
year at the annual Executive Summit.
Participating in this year’s Summit are industry leaders including Pete Carr, President,
Bacardi U.S.A., Inc.; Ann Giambusso, Executive Vice President, Chief Human Resources
Officer at Breakthru Beverage Group; Rick Gillis, President, Young’s Market Company; and
Barkley J. Stuart, Executive Vice President, Director, Government Affairs, Southern
Glazer’s Wine & Spirits, among others.
The groundbreaking summit is open to Corporate Partners of Women of the Vine & Spirits
and by invitation only and will feature presenters including Sarah Bettman, Talent
Development, Diversity & Inclusion, Constellation Brands; Molly Davis, Vice President,
Premium Marketing, E. & J. Gallo Winery; Marlene Gordon, Vice President, General
Counsel, Bacardi North America Corporation; Jeffery Tobias Halter, President, YWomen;
Vanessa Kay, Senior Vice President, Veuve Clicquot, Krug and Ruinart USA at Moët

Hennessy USA; Clarice Turner, Chief Executive Officer, Boudin SF; Carolyn Wente, Chief
Executive Officer, Fourth Generation Winegrower, Wente Family Estates, and others.
“As an industry, we need to work together to embed diversity and inclusion; this means
finding common ground to share best practices,” said Marlene Gordon, Vice President,
General Counsel, Bacardi North America Corporation. “This summit serves as the catalyst
for industry leaders to begin working toward a common goal of attracting and retaining
more women [and people of color] to our industry and ensuring that we build stronger
career paths towards senior leadership for them in our industry.”
“We’ve made great strides in our industry and Women of the Vine & Spirits has seen it firsthand through the success of our sell-out Global Symposium and regional events, but now
it’s time we do even more," said Deborah Brenner, Founder & President, Women of the
Vine & Spirits. "We know change and diversity initiatives must start at the top and
together, we can change the face of the alcohol beverage industry. We are thrilled to be able
to do this for our industry.”
For more information about the Executive Summit, how to become a Corporate Partner or
Member of Women of the Vine & Spirits, visit womenofthevine.com.
About Women of the Vine & Spirits®
Women of the Vine & Spirits is the world’s leading membership organization dedicated to
the support and advancement of women in the alcohol beverage industry, fostering gender
diversity and talent development across the industry at large. Guided by an advisory board
of top executives in the alcohol beverage industry, Women of the Vine & Spirits offers
extensive education, advocacy, training, mentorship, networking and steadfast support for
women at every position in the field, particularly through the annual Women of the Vine &
Spirits Global Symposium, March 12-14, 2018 in Napa, California. For more information,
please visit womenofthevine.com
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Women of the Vine & Spirits™ Announces Foundation & Scholarship Fund
Foundation to provide scholarships and awards for women in alcohol beverage industry
April 18, 2017 (New York) – Women of the Vine & Spirits™, the world’s leading organization dedicating
to the support and advancement of women in the alcohol beverage industry, has officially launched the
Women of the Vine & Spirits Foundation and is now accepting scholarship applications to be awarded
this summer.
The Women of the Vine & Spirits Foundation, Ltd. provides scholarships and awards for the purpose
of helping women advance in their careers in the food, wine, spirits, hospitality, or viticulture industries
through education, leadership, and professional development, as well as fostering gender diversity and
talent development across the industry at large.
“Selling out this year’s Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium to 700 attendees in only 24 hours
was a telling sign that women in our industry are thirsty for education, advancement and support,”
said Founder & President, Women of the Vine & Spirits Deborah Brenner. “We are proud to announce
the formation of this Foundation which will continue to advance and bolster women in our industry for
years to come.”
The Foundation offers scholarships each calendar year to recipients of either a Professional & Leadership
Development Scholarship or an Educational Scholarship as described below. Applications are now being
accepted with the deadline to submit, June 1, 2017; recipients will be selected July 15, 2017.
Professional & Leadership Development Scholarship: This scholarship awards recipients with
attendance at the Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium. Each year the Foundation will
announce the number of scholarships to be awarded. For 2018, the Foundation will award two
scholarships for recipients’ attendance at the Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium, March 1214, 2018. The Foundation will award each recipient with a symposium ticket, lodging for the duration of
the symposium, and transportation to and from the San Francisco airport. The Foundation will also
reimburse recipients for airfare up to $500 upon proof of the recipients’ purchase of the airline ticket.
Educational Scholarship: This scholarship awards recipients with either a student scholarship or a
continuing education scholarship as described below. Each year the Foundation will announce the
number of scholarships to be awarded. For 2018, the Foundation will award two scholarships to
recipients to assist with their tuition, course materials, lodging, and related educational expense. The

dollar amount of each Educational Scholarship will range from $500.00 up to $2,500.00, and will fall
under either one of the following categories:
Student Scholarship – Award for applicants already enrolled in an accredited food, wine,
hospitality, viticulture, or other alcohol beverage industry related postsecondary program.
Continuing Education Scholarship – Award for applicants towards the cost of professional
advancement courses regarding the food, wine, hospitality, and/or viticulture industries. Courses
awarded may include, but shall not be limited to, the California Wine Appellation Specialist course,
WSET Wine Certification course, Somm Essentials, Court of Master Sommeliers’ courses, Advanced
Tasting programs, public speaking courses, and career development courses.
Women of the Vine & Spirits Scholarship Fund in Honor of Edward H. Brenner
“When I started my entrepreneurial endeavor, I enticed my dad out of retirement to work with me. We
worked together for seven years and I was blessed to have him lend his expertise and share his wisdom
to guide me. Unfortunately, my dad passed away in 2014, just four weeks before we held the first ever
Women of the Vine Grand Tasting in Napa. His unwavering support gave me the courage to step up and
step out. As a father of three daughters and grandfather of three granddaughters, I am honored to name
the scholarship fund after my Man of the Vine, Edward H. Brenner!” said Founder & President, Women of
the Vine & Spirits Deborah Brenner.
In addition to being the Founding Partner of Women of the Vine & Spirits, Southern Glazer’s Wine &
Spirits is the Founding Partner of the Women of the Vine & Spirits Scholarship Fund.
“We are proud to be a part of this group that is dedicated to celebrating achievements and advancement
of women in the business,” said Executive Vice President, General Manager of the Wine Division,
Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits, Steve Slater.
For more information about the Women of the Vine & Spirits Foundation, to apply, or to donate to the
Edward H. Brenner Scholarship Fund, visit womenofthevine.com.
About Women of the Vine & Spirits™
Women of the Vine & Spirits is a membership-based alliance that empowers and equips women
worldwide to advance their careers in the alcohol beverage industry. Women of the Vine & Spirits offers
extensive education, advocacy, training, mentorship, networking and steadfast support for women at
every position in the field, particularly through the annual Women of the Vine & Spirits Global
Symposium which will be held March 12 – 14, 2018 in Napa, California. For more information or
corporate partnership inquiries, please visit womenofthevine.com or email info@womenofthevine.com
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Women of the Vine & Spirits™ Announces European Expansion
World’s leading organization supporting women in the alcohol beverage industry expands into Europe,
announcing powerhouse lineup of European Advisory Board Members
April 11, 2017 (New York) – Women of the Vine & Spirits (womenofthevine.com), the world’s leading
membership alliance dedicated to the support and advancement of women in the alcohol beverage
industry, announced today its expansion into Europe during the 51st edition of Vinitaly International.
The announcement was made before a group of trade and press in Verona, Italy by Founder & President
of Women of the Vine & Spirits, Deborah Brenner. Alongside Brenner for the inauguration were three
members of the newly formed European Advisory Board, Chief Executive Officer, Allegrini Estates,
Marilisa Allegrini, Chief Executive Officer, ADMIRABLE Wines, Béatrice Cointreau, and Managing
Director, Vinitaly International, Stevie Kim.
“I am honored to be joining the European Advisory Board of Women of the Vine & Spirits. This is a
wonderful organization that connects intelligent, accomplished and interesting women who all share the
goal of advancing the position of women working in wine and spirits,” said Chief Executive Officer,
Allegrini Estates, Marilisa Allegrini.
Anyone across the globe can become a member of Women of the Vine & Spirits and participate in online
discussion forums, regional events, summits, webinars, connect with others via the membership
directory and attend the annual Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium held every March in
Napa, California. With the guidance of the European Advisory Board, Women of the Vine & Spirits will
grow its presence in Europe creating more opportunities for collaboration and camaraderie between
members and corporate partners worldwide.
“Our first objective is to thoroughly understand the European culture and hear from women in the wine
and spirits industries what they need to advance their careers and foster gender diversity in their
companies,” said Founder & President, Women of the Vine & Spirits, Deborah Brenner. “Women are an
increasingly important force in driving trends and alcohol sales, therefore, it makes perfect sense that the
industry has so much to gain from more diversity. Having more women in leadership roles across the
globe drives innovation and creativity which directly impacts the bottom line.”
European Advisory Board Members include:
Marilisa Allegrini, Chief Executive Officer, Allegrini Estates

Béatrice Cointreau, Chief Executive Officer, ADMIRABLE Wines
Maggie Henriquez, President & Chief Executive Officer, Krug Maison de Champagne
Stevie Kim, Managing Director, Vinitaly International
Stephanie J. Macleod, Master Blender, John Dewar & Sons Ltd.
Jancis Robinson, OBE, MW, Wine Critic, Journalist & Wine Writer
About Women of the Vine & Spirits™
Women of the Vine & Spirits is a membership-based alliance that empowers and equips women
worldwide to advance their careers in the alcohol beverage industry. Women of the Vine & Spirits offers
extensive education, advocacy, training, mentorship, networking and steadfast support for women at
every position in the field, particularly through the annual Women of the Vine & Spirits Global
Symposium which will be held March 12 – 14, 2018 in Napa, California. For more information or
corporate partnership inquiries, please visit womenofthevine.com or email info@womenofthevine.com
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
A Women’s Revolution is Underway in the World of Wine and Spirits
In honor of Women’s History Month, Women of the Vine & Spirits will host the largest gathering
of women in the alcohol beverage industry from around the world.
March 1, 2017 (New York) – March is Women’s History Month. In celebration, the alcohol
beverage industry’s top female influencers from around the world reveal their approach to success in
one of the most male-dominated industries. This record-breaking gathering takes place at the Third
Annual Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium, March 13-15, held at the Meritage
Resort & Spa in Napa, California.
The history-making roster of speakers includes the alcohol beverage industry’s most sought-after
motivators, entrepreneurs, and experts from across the globe. From France, Margareth
Henriquez, President & Chief Executive Officer, Krug Maison de Champagne; from South Africa,
Dr. Makaziwe Mandela, Chief Executive Officer & Founder, House of Mandela; from
Argentina, Susana Balbo, Founder & Owner, Susana Balbo Wines; from Italy, Marilisa Allegrini,
Chief Executive Officer, Allegrini Estates; and from Australia, Dianne Laurance, Founder,
Laurance Wines. Other notable influencers include Gina Gallo, Senior Director of Winemaking, E.
& J. Gallo Winery; Stephanie J. Macleod, Master Blender, John Dewar & Son’s Ltd.; Annette
Alvarez-Peters, AIWS, CWE, Asst. Vice President, GMM, Beverage Alcohol, Costco
Wholesale; Victoria MacRae-Samuels, Vice President, Operations, Maker’s Mark
Distillery; Elizabeth McCall, CSS, Woodford Reserve Master Taster & Sr. Quality Control
Specialist, Brown-Forman; Caley Shoemaker, Head Distiller, Hangar 1 Vodka, Proximo;
and Béatrice Cointreau, Owner & Chief Executive Officer, ADMIRABLE Family Vineyards,
Malibu.
Special Guest Speaker, Co-founder and Executive Director of the National Women’s History
Project and organizer of the first-ever Women’s History Week in the nation, Molly Murphy
MacGregor, will join Women of the Vine & Spirits Founder & President, Deborah Brenner on
stage to kick-off the three-day event.
“With the faith of the wine and spirits industries behind her, Deborah Brenner has sparked a
revolution with Women of the Vine & Spirits and the Global Symposium,” said Co-Owner, Trade
and Brand Advocate, J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines, Cynthia Lohr. “We have the opportunity to
continue the passionate dialogue that supports the advancement of women in wine and spirits
through networking, mentorship, by fostering leadership groups within companies and
organizations, and by inviting all stakeholders to the table to seize and leverage the influence of
female executives in the alcohol beverage industry.”
According to Nielsen research, women account for 57 percent of wine volume in the U.S. and Fred
Minnick, author of Whiskey Women claims women represent 37 percent of whiskey imbibers in the

U.S. In fact, women account for 85 percent of all consumer purchases, controlling $4.3 trillion of
the $5.9 trillion in annual consumer spending (Source: Nielsen 2013).
“Women are an increasingly important force in driving trends and alcohol sales,” said Founder &
President, Women of the Vine & Spirits, Deborah Brenner. Adding, “Therefore, it makes perfect
sense that the industry has so much to gain from more diversity. Having more women in leadership
roles drives innovation and creativity which directly impacts the bottom line. Women of the Vine &
Spirits is committed to the advancement of women and ensuring the next generation is being
mentored to take leadership roles. We have started a movement - a revolution - and together, we can
change the face of the alcohol beverage industry.”
The Third Annual Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium is sold out, but tickets are
available to purchase Livestream/On-Demand access to view the Symposium’s most sought-after
keynote speakers and presenters. Visit womenofthevine.com for more information and to purchase
your tickets.
About Women of the Vine & Spirits®
Women of the Vine & Spirits is the world’s leading membership organization dedicated to the
support and advancement of women in the alcohol beverage industry, fostering gender diversity and
talent development across the industry at large. Guided by an advisory board of top executives in the
alcohol beverage industry, Women of the Vine & Spirits offers extensive education, advocacy,
training, mentorship, networking and steadfast support for women at every position in the field,
particularly through the annual Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium, March 13-15, 2017
in Napa, California. For more information, please visit womenofthevine.com
Women of the Vine & Spirits Corporate Partners include Founding Partner, Southern Glazer’s
Wine & Spirits, Diamond Partners: Bacardi; Bronco Wine Company; Constellation Brands; E & J
Gallo Winery; the International Wine & Spirits Research (IWSR); Moët Hennessy USA; Republic
National Distributing Company; Ste. Michelle Wine Estates; Wine Enthusiast Media; Platinum
Partners: Beam Suntory; Brown-Forman; Fetzer Vineyards; Frederick Wildman and Sons, Ltd.; J.
Lohr Vineyards & Wines; Palm Bay International; Proximo; Treasury Wine Estates; Trinchero
Family Estates; Young’s Market Company, Gold Partners: Castello Banfi; Boisset Collection;
Breakthru Beverage Group; CF Napa Brand Design; Davos Brands; Delicato Family Vineyards;
Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits; Diageo; Distilled Spirits Council; Domaine Bousquet; FIJI Water;
Folio Fine Wine Partners; Independent Stave Co.; Kobrand; Pernod Ricard USA; Precept Wine;
Rodney Strong Vineyards; Scharffen Berger Chocolate Maker; Sterling Creativeworks; Tito’s
Handmade Vodka; Vintage Wine Estates; VINTUS; Wine & Spirits Wholesalers of America
(WSWA); WineShop At Home: The Wine Group; Wine Warehouse; and World Cooperage.
For a full list of Corporate Partners including those at the Silver, Bronze and Associate level,
and to become a member of Women of the Vine & Spirits, please visit womenofthevine.com. For
those interested in corporate partnership opportunities, please email info@womenofthevine.com or
call 888.750.1863.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Women of the Vine & Spirits™ to Stream 2017 Global Symposium Live and On-Demand
World’s leading organization supporting women in the alcohol beverage industry offers online experience for sold-out conference
February 7, 2017 (New York) – After selling out 700 tickets in a matter of hours, Women of the Vine & Spirits™
(womenofthevine.com) will stream keynote speakers and general sessions worldwide, live and on-demand, for its thirdannual Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium, March 13-15, 2017 held at the Meritage Resort & Spa in
Napa, California.
Individuals may register to stream the Symposium by visiting womenofthevine.com, or attend a regional event hosted by
Women of the Vine & Spirits corporate partners. Whether privately or as part of a regional event, the live stream fee is
$30 for members of the Women of the Vine & Spirits Alliance, $55 for non-members. (To become a member of the
Alliance, please visit womenofthevine.com.)
After two sold-out annual conferences, this is the first time Women of the Vine & Spirits has offered the opportunity to
experience the Symposium’s high-level keynote addresses and panel discussions via live-stream and/or on-demand.
Those who view the Global Symposium live will be able to ask questions during speakers’ Q&A via a portal in the livestream platform. As for on-demand viewing, general sessions and keynote addresses will be available within two to three
hours of recording live in Napa. All who register will have access to the on-demand content throughout the year.
Speakers for this year’s event include:
Annette Alvarez-Peters, AIWS, CWE, Asst. Vice President, GMM, Beverage Alcohol, Costco Wholesale
Susana Balbo, Founder & Owner, Susana Balbo Wines, Argentina
Deborah Brenner, Founder & President, Women of the Vine & Spirits
Sara Floyd, MS, Co-Owner, Swirl Wine Brokers and Luli Wines
Jeff Fromm, Partner, Ad Agency Barkley
Gina Gallo, Senior Director of Winemaking, E. & J. Gallo Winery
Jeffery Tobias Halter, President, YWomen
Margareth Henriquez, President & Chief Executive Officer, Krug Maison de Champagne
Susan Kostrzewa, Executive Editor, Wine Enthusiast Magazine
Stephanie J. Macleod, Master Blender, John Dewar & Sons, Ltd.
Molly Murphy MacGregor, Founder, National Women’s History Project
Dr. Makaziwe Mandela, Chief Executive Officer & Founder, House of Mandela
Brandy Rand, Vice President, U.S. Marketing & Business Development, International Wine & Spirits Research
Adam Strum, Editor in Chief and Publisher, Wine Enthusiast Magazine

“So much valuable information will be shared during this year’s event,” said Women of the Vine & Spirits Founder and
President, Deborah Brenner. “With regard to streaming, we wanted to allow viewers to interact live with presenters via
question-and-answer, while also enabling them to revisit presentations, update notes, or review practices covered during
the sessions. With live and on-demand streaming, we are so pleased we can do both.”
For more information about Women of the Vine & Spirits and the Third Annual Global Symposium or the new live
streaming option, please email info@womenofthevine.com or call 888.750.1863.
About the Women of the Vine & Spirits™
Women of the Vine & Spirits is a membership-based alliance that empowers and equips women worldwide to advance
their careers in the alcohol beverage industry. Women of the Vine & Spirits offers extensive education, advocacy,
training, mentorship, networking and steadfast support for women at every position in the field, particularly through the
annual Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium which will be held March 13 – 15, 2017 in Napa, California. For
more information or corporate partnership inquiries, please visit womenofthevine.com or email
info@womenofthevine.com
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Distilled Spirits Council Announces Partnership
with Women of the Vine & Spirits
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Distilled Spirits Council today announced a new partnership
with Women of the Vine & Spirits™ designed to support women in the beverage alcohol
sector by providing opportunities for career growth and personal development.
“We are honored to support Women of the Vine & Spirits and its mission to advance
professional development of women within the wine and spirits sectors,” said Distilled
Spirits Council President & CEO Kraig R. Naasz. “From master distiller to spirits
executive, women play a critical role in the continued growth and success of our sector.”
Naasz commended Women of the Vine & Spirits Founder & President Deborah Brenner
for expanding the organization in 2016 to include professionals in the spirits sector.
“Deborah is advancing an admirable cause in the beverage alcohol community by
creating a forum for women to network, exchange ideas and foster mentoring
relationships,” said Naasz.
“Women of the Vine & Spirits is the only trade organization to advance and support the
careers of women in the alcohol beverage industry,” said Brenner. “Until now, there has
never been a forum for women in all sectors to come together to strengthen ties through
opportunities such as regional networking events, discussion forums, educational
resources and the Annual Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium. I am
pleased to welcome the Distilled Spirits Council as one of our valued partners in this
shared mission.”
Naasz will serve as moderator of a panel discussion on “Women of the Still” at the Third
Annual Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium in Napa Valley, March 13-15.
In addition, the Council has submitted the following staff members for membership in
Women of the Vine & Spirits:
Bridget Allshouse, Director of Legal Affairs
Carla Budesinsky Santillan, Administrative Coordinator
Emily Burk Smith, Manager of State Government Relations
Michele Famiglietti, Senior Vice President of Member Relations
Lisa Hawkins, Vice President of Public Affairs
Christine LoCascio, Senior Vice President of International Affairs

Kelley McDonough, Director of Public Relations
Christal Mirabal, Executive Assistant to the President & CEO
Lynne Omlie, General Counsel
Kelly Poulsen, Vice President of Federal Government Relations
Kyna Ricks, Manager of Accounting
-30The Distilled Spirits Council is the national trade association representing producers and
marketers of distilled spirits sold in the United States.
Women of the Vine & Spirits™ is a membership-based alliance that empowers and
equips women worldwide to advance their careers in the alcohol beverage industry.

Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium Sells Out, Live Stream
Launches
Third annual conference registers record-breaking 700 participants in just 24 hours
December 27, 2016 (New York) – Women of the Vine & Spirits (womenofthevine.com)
opened and closed registration for a record 700 attendees to its annual Global Symposium
in just 24 hours. The Symposium, the largest gathering of women in the alcohol beverage
industry, takes place March 13-15, 2017 at the Meritage Resort & Spa in Napa, California.
For those unable to register or attend, event organizers have offered a first-ever
opportunity to experience the Symposium’s high-level keynote speeches and panel
discussions via live stream or on-demand. Live stream/on-demand tickets for members of
Women of the Vine & Spirits are $30 per person, $55 for non-members, and may be
purchased at womenofthevine.com.
“It is an incredible achievement and we should all be very proud. To think that, two years
ago, I was praying someone would show up – I’m speechless,” said Women of the Vine &
Spirits Founder and President, Deborah Brenner. “Based on overwhelming demand, it’s
clearer than ever that we have started a movement and together, we can change the face of
the alcohol beverage industry.”
Both those who attend and those who view the Global Symposium from afar will hear from
some of the alcohol beverage industry’s most sought-after motivators, entrepreneurs, and
experts from across the globe, including keynote speakers Margareth (Maggie)
Henriquez, President & CEO, Krug Maison de Champagne, France; Jeffery Tobias Halter,
President, YWomen; Brandy Rand, Vice President, U.S. Marketing & Business
Development, International Wine & Spirits Research (IWSR); Susana Balbo, Founder &
Owner, Susana Balbo Wines, Argentina; Jeff Fromm, Partner at Ad Agency Barkley; Dr.
Makaziwe (Maki) Mandela, CEO & Founder, House of Mandela, South Africa. Panel
discussions will include multiple perspectives from across the alcohol beverage industry
and beyond, and will cover such diverse topics as worldwide trends, success strategies,
speaking with confidence and courage, consumer behavior, marketing luxury brands,
women in leadership, wholesale, mentorship, brand management, and women in distilling.
For more information about Women of the Vine & Spirits or the Global Symposium,

email info@womenofthevine.com or call 888.750.1863.
About Women of the Vine & Spirits™
Women of the Vine & Spirits is a membership-based alliance that empowers and equips
women worldwide to advance their careers in the alcohol beverage industry. Women of the
Vine & Spirits offers extensive education, advocacy, training, mentorship, networking and
steadfast support for women at every position in the field, particularly through the annual
Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium which will be held March 12 – 14, 2018 in
Napa, California. For more information or corporate partnership inquiries, please visit
womenofthevine.com or email info@womenofthevine.com
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Women of the Vine & Spirits Announces Third Annual Global Symposium
Alcohol beverage industry’s top international influencers to gather in Napa, CA,
March 13-15, 2017
November 10, 2016 (New York, NY) – Women of the Vine & Spirits
(womenofthevine.com), the world’s leading membership alliance dedicated to the support
and advancement of women in the alcohol beverage industry, announced today the lineup
of keynote speakers, moderators and panelists for its third annual Women of the Vine &
Spirits Global Symposium, to be held March 13-15, 2017 at the Meritage Resort & Spa,
Napa, CA. The first organization of its kind, Women of the Vine & Spirits offers regional
networking events, discussion boards, and many other educational resources, all of which
are anchored by the highly anticipated annual Global Symposium.
Women of the Vine & Spirits corporate partners and individual alliance members may
register for the symposium in advance at a discounted rate beginning early December.
The history-making roster of speakers includes the alcohol beverage industry’s top
international influencers from around the world; from France, Margareth Henriquez,
President & Chief Executive Officer, Krug; from South Africa, Dr. Makaziwe Mandela,
Proprietor, House of Mandela Wines; from Argentina, Susana Balbo, Founder & Owner,
Susana Balbo Wines; from Italy, panelist Marilisa Allegrini, Chief Executive Officer,
Allegrini Estates; and from Australia, panelist Dianne Laurance, Proprietor, Laurance
Wines.
Other keynote speakers include; Jeffery Tobias Halter, Author & President, YWomen,
Strategic Consulting Company, Gender Strategist; Brandy Rand, Vice President, U.S.
Marketing and Business Development for the International Wine & Spirits Research
(IWSR); Jeff Fromm, President of FutureCast, Marketing Consultancy Specializing in
Millennial Trends, Contributing Writer, Forbes.com.
As always, session topics will run the spectrum from inspirational to educational, covering
issues such as; the leadership imperative to advancing women and engaging men, global
trends, marketing luxury brands, successful brand management, challenges for women in
wholesale, mentorship, and time and conflict management. “Thanks to the confidence of
our partners, the leadership of our Advisory Board, and the generosity of our speakers and
moderators, we anticipate yet another sold-out event,” said Founder and President of

Women of the Vine & Spirits, Deborah Brenner. “Our goal is to transform the careers of
women and men who then go on to change their places of business and the industry as a
whole.”
The symposium also offers multiple networking opportunities with the alcohol beverage
industry’s top professionals and influencers, including executive management, human
resource professionals, directors of sales and marketing, on- and off-premise wine and
spirits buyers, distributors, wine educators, winemakers, sommeliers, mixologists,
importers/exporters, winery owners, public relations, media, viticulturists, hospitality
operations, and more.
The Women of the Vine & Spirits Corporate Partners include Founding Partner, Southern
Glazer’s Wine & Spirits, Diamond Partners: Bacardi; Bronco Wine Company; Constellation
Brands; E & J Gallo Winery; the International Wine & Spirits Research (IWSR); Moët
Hennessy USA; Republic National Distributing Company; Ste. Michelle Wine Estates; Wine
Enthusiast Media; Platinum Partners: Beam Suntory; Brown-Forman; Davos Brands,
Frederick Wildman and Sons, Ltd.; J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines; Palm Bay International;
Treasury Wine Estates; Trinchero Family Estates; Gold Partners: Castello Banfi; Boisset
Collection; Breakthru Beverage Group; CF Napa Brand Design; Delicato Family Vineyards;
Deutsch Family Wine & Spirits; Diageo; Fetzer Vineyards; Folio Fine Wine Partners;
Independent Stave Co.; Pernod Ricard USA; Rodney Strong Vineyards; The Wine Group;
Vintage Wine Estates; Tito’s Handmade Vodka, WineShop At Home; Wine & Spirits
Wholesalers of America (WSWA); and Young’s Market Company.
For a full list of Corporate Partners including those at the Silver, Bronze and
Associate, visit our website at http://www.womenofthevine.com/cpages/sponsor
To become a member of Women of the Vine & Spirits, please visit womenofthevine.com.
For those interested in corporate partnership opportunities, please email
info@womenofthevine.com or call 888.750.1863.
About Women of the Vine & Spirits™
Women of the Vine & Spirits is a membership-based alliance that empowers and equips
women worldwide to advance their careers in the alcohol beverage industry. Women of the
Vine & Spirits offers extensive education, advocacy, training, mentorship, networking and
steadfast support for women at every position in the field, particularly through the annual
Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium which will be held March 12 – 14, 2018 in
Napa, California. For more information or corporate partnership inquiries, please visit
womenofthevine.com or email info@womenofthevine.com
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International Wine & Spirits Research (IWSR) Partners
with Women of the Vine & Spirits
Trade alliance forges research partnership with leading analyst of the alcohol
beverage industry
September 19, 2016 (New York) – Women of the Vine & Spirits (womenofthevine.com)
announced its partnership with leading data and analysis company, the International
Wine & Spirits Research (IWSR) (theiwsr.com) to complement its mission to advance
women’s careers and foster gender diversity and talent development across the alcohol
beverage industry.
“Women of the Vine & Spirits and the IWSR share a mission to educate, which is paramount
to the growth and empowerment of women in the alcohol beverage industry” said Brandy
Rand, Vice President of U.S. Marketing and Business Development for the IWSR, who
recently joined the Women of the Vine & Spirits Advisory Board and whose diverse
background includes managing, marketing and consulting for dozens of global brands. “The
IWSR’s focus on research and trends will provide Women of the Vine & Spirits members
with knowledge and tools to drive success within their organizations.”
The move to team up with a research organization was a strategic one, says Women of the
Vine & Spirits Founder & President, Deborah Brenner. “Information is power in today’s
competitive global market,” she said. “The IWSR provides critical, concrete data and insight
into industry trends and innovations. Partnering with the IWSR and working with Brandy
Rand on the Advisory Board is a valuable resource and provides a great benefit to our
mission and our membership.”
Headquartered in London, the IWSR is the world’s most comprehensive collection of data
on the alcohol beverage industry, quantifying the global market of wine, spirits, beer and
mixed drinks by volume and value, and providing insight into short- and long-term trends.
This data is used by top alcohol beverage companies, many of whom are Women of the
Vine & Spirits Corporate Sponsors, including E. & J. Gallo Winery, Bacardi, Brown-Forman,
Beam Suntory, Pernod Ricard, and more.
For more information about the recent partnership between Women of the Vine & Spirits

and the IWSR, email info@womenofthevine.com or call 888.750.1863.
About Women of the Vine & Spirits™
Women of the Vine & Spirits is a membership-based alliance that empowers and equips
women worldwide to advance their careers in the alcohol beverage industry. Women of the
Vine & Spirits offers extensive education, advocacy, training, mentorship, networking and
steadfast support for women at every position in the field, particularly through the annual
Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium which will be held March 12 – 14, 2018 in
Napa, California. For more information or corporate partnership inquiries, please visit
womenofthevine.com or email info@womenofthevine.com
About International Wine & Spirits Research (IWSR)
The IWSR is the leading source of analysis on the alcoholic beverage market. The IWSR's
database, essential to the industry, quantifies the global market of wine, spirits, beer and
mixed drinks by volume and value, and provides insight into short- and long-term trends.
Our data is used by all of the largest multinational wine, beer and spirits companies, as well
as the finance industry. The IWSR's unique methodology allows us to get closer to what is
actually consumed and better understand how markets work. The IWSR conducts face-toface interviews with 1,500 companies in 118 countries each year, with further input from
350 companies. The IWSR tracks overall consumption and trends at brand, quality and
category level. For more information, please visit www.theiwsr.com.
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Women of the Vine & Spirits Advisory Board Adds New Members
Four new executives join to support advancement of women’s careers
in alcohol beverage industry
September 6, 2016 (New York, NY) – The only organization dedicated to the advancement
and support of women’s careers in the alcohol beverage industry, gender-diverse teams
and talent development industry-wide, Women of the Vine & Spirits
(womenofthevine.com) recently announced the addition of four new members to its
advisory board:
•

Susan Kostrzewa, Executive Editor, Wine Enthusiast Magazine

Overseeing all editorial direction of the acclaimed Wine Enthusiast Magazine
and WineMag.com, in addition to the global tasting program, Ms. Kostrzewa is a decadeslong veteran of wine, travel, food and lifestyle journalism. Ms. Kostrzewa lived in the Bay
Area for 10 years working as a full-time writer and in senior editorial roles for numerous
lifestyle magazines before relocating to Manhattan in 2006. Kostrzewa is also a book
author and editor: her projects include Opus Vino, the Wine Enthusiast Wine & Food Pairings
book and a series of literary travel guides.
•

Victoria MacRae-Samuels, Vice President, Operations, Maker's Mark® Distillery

Ms. MacRae-Samuels has nearly three decades’ experience in the bourbon industry and
holds the unique distinction of being the first woman VP of Operations at a bourbon
distillery. At Maker’s Mark she oversees every aspect of production, from the selection of
grains, fermentation and distillation, to barrel warehousing, bottling and shipping, quality
control and tasting.
•

Brandy Rand, Vice President, U.S. Marketing & Business Development, International
Wine & Spirits Research

With over 15 years’ marketing and management experience in the beverage alcohol
industry, Ms. Rand has worked on dozens of global brands for Allied Domecq Spirits &
Wines and Bacardi USA, and has held strategic consulting roles with several emerging craft

and innovation companies. With her knowledge of the beverage industry, she’s also known
as an accomplished spirits educator and writer.
•

Clarice Turner, Chief Executive Officer, Boudin SF

Ms. Turner recently took the position of CEO at Boudin SF after seven years as Senior Vice
President, GM Americas Retail Business for Starbucks, where she led the company’s $3B
businesses in the US, Canada and Latin America, and helped pioneer “Evenings,” a program
of wine, beer and small plates in select markets. Previous appointments included executive
positions with Papa Murphy’s Take ‘N’ Bake Pizza and PepsiCo and Yum! Brands.
Launched in 2015, Women of the Vine & Spirits is anchored by the website
womenofthevine.com, which offers information on education through the Women of the
Vine & Spirits Global Symposium (to be held March 13-15, 2017 in Napa, CA), regional
meetings, webinars, best-practice strategies, a job board, discussion forum, networking and
collaboration opportunities, and tools for forward-thinking employers and employees
seeking to change the industry from within.
The seeds of Women of the Vine & Spirits were first sown when Founder and President,
Deborah Brenner, researched and authored the bestselling book, Women of the Vine:
Inside the World of Women Who Make, Taste, and Enjoy Wine. As she interviewed women in
the wine industry for the book, her commitment to telling their stories galvanized the
group as a force whose talents and collective experience could not be ignored. Brenner
harnessed this energy and enthusiasm (which grew far beyond that of the subjects of her
book) and organized the inaugural Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium in Napa
in March, 2015, which featured informative sessions on leadership, marketing/branding,
and the particular challenges that face women in the wine industry. With over 500
attendees from 5 countries, the Symposium set the stage for the launch of Women of the
Vine & Spirits. The second-annual Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium, held in
2016, furthered the organization’s message and mission to a sold-out crowd of over 650
attendees.
To date, the Women of the Vine & Spirits Advisory Board includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Annette Alvarez-Peters, AIWS, CWE, GMM, Asst. Vice President/GMM, Beverage
Alcohol, Costco Wholesale
Jan Barnes, Vice President Group Brand Director, Ste. Michelle Wine Estates
Nikki Mason Bazzo, Account Executive, Southern Glazer's Wine & Spirits
Colleen Brennan, Vice President of National Accounts On Premise, Rodney Strong
Wine Estates
Jane Creed, President and Chief Executive Officer, WineShop At Home
Anita Cook-Motard, Director of Strategic On Premise Accounts, D&E Fine Wine
Group, Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits
Melissa Devore, Vice President, Wine Buying, Total Wine & More
Mel Dick, President of the Wine Division and Senior Vice President, Southern
Glazer's Wine & Spirits

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rachael Ellas, Consultant, Ellas and Associates, LLC
Danielle Frank, National Accounts Director, Casinos, Moët Hennessy USA
Stephanie Gallo, Vice President of Marketing, E. & J. Gallo Winery
Vanessa Kay, Senior Vice President - Veuve Clicquot, Krug and Ruinart USA at Moët
Hennessy USA
Kristina Kelley, Director of Public Relations, E. & J. Gallo Winery
Susan Kostrzewa, Executive Editor, Wine Enthusiast Magazine
Tammy LaNasa, Director of National Accounts, Fetzer Vineyards
Dr. Kathryn LaTour, Associate Professor, Wine Services Marketing, Cornell
University
Kari Leitch, Senior Vice President, Communications and Corporate Affairs, Ste.
Michelle Wine Estates
Cynthia Lohr, Co-Owner and Brand Advocate, J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines
Victoria MacRae-Samuels, Vice President, Operations, Maker's Mark®Distillery
Angie Mikeska, Senior Director National Accounts, Monin, Inc.
Melina Param, Senior Vice President, Human Resources, Wine & Spirits,
Constellation Brands
Brandy Rand, Vice President of U.S. Marketing and Business Development, IWSR
Rebecca Jensen Running, Vice President National Accounts, Infinium Spirits
Ben Salisbury, President, Salisbury Creative Group, Inc.
David Schuemann, Owner, Creative Director, CF Napa Brand Design
Steve Slater, Executive Vice President, General Manager, Wine Division, Southern
Glazer's Wine & Spirits
Dr. Liz Thach, MW, Professor of Management and Wine Business, Sonoma State
University
Clarice Turner, CEO, Boudin SF
Sommer K. Walker, CSS, National Accounts, Dining Sales, Bacardi USA
Tim Widnes, Wine Buyer, Whole Foods Market

About Women of the Vine & Spirits™
Women of the Vine & Spirits is a membership-based alliance that empowers and equips
women worldwide to advance their careers in the alcohol beverage industry. Women of the
Vine & Spirits offers extensive education, advocacy, training, mentorship, networking and
steadfast support for women at every position in the field, particularly through the annual
Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium which will be held March 12 – 14, 2018 in
Napa, California. For more information or corporate partnership inquiries, please visit
womenofthevine.com or email info@womenofthevine.com
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Wine Enthusiast Magazine Onboard as Official Media Partner
for Women of the Vine & Spirits
Partnership to raise awareness of women in every aspect of the alcohol beverage industry
June 29, 2016 (New York, NY) – Women of the Vine & Spirits is delighted to
announce Wine Enthusiast Magazine, the world’s leading publication in wine lifestyle, as
the official media partner for Women of the Vine & Spirits and annual global
symposium. Women are increasingly visible as leaders in every aspect of our industry
today; partnering with Wine Enthusiast Magazine helps raise the awareness with both the
trade and consumer. The partnership facilitates opportunities to support year round
Women of the Vine & Spirits activities through advertising, co-branded events, newsletter
content and educational forums.
“Wine Enthusiast is committed to telling the stories of great women in the industry and our
own staff includes many talented women with deep wine, beer and spirits expertise,” says
Susan Kostrzewa, Executive Editor, Wine Enthusiast Magazine. “We’re honored to be
associated with this program and event and excited to help spur the continued evolution of
our industry by supporting exchange and education for the women—and men—in it."
As part of the partnership, Wine Enthusiast’s team of experts will help engage many
women globally in the alcohol beverage industry to lend their expertise and support to the
alliance. Overseen by an advisory board of top industry executives, the mission of Women
of the Vine & Spirits is to empower and equip women worldwide to advance their careers
in the alcohol beverage industry; and to foster gender diversity and talent development
across the industry at large.
“Until now, there has never been a forum for women to strengthen ties through
opportunities such as; regional networking events, discussion boards, educational
resources and an annual global symposium,” said Deborah Brenner, Founder &
President, Women of the Vine & Spirits. “We couldn’t have imagined a better match than
with Wine Enthusiast Magazine. Their presence and reach within the world of the alcohol
beverage industry is unparalleled.”
Women of the Vine & Spirits encourages all the men in the industry to participate in the
alliance. It is important to bridge the connections between men and women in order to

encourage women to put their hands up for opportunities, be present at the decisionmaking table and ensure they are well supported fostering the next generation of talent.
About Women of the Vine & Spirits™
Women of the Vine & Spirits is a membership-based alliance that empowers and equips
women worldwide to advance their careers in the alcohol beverage industry. Women of the
Vine & Spirits offers extensive education, advocacy, training, mentorship, networking and
steadfast support for women at every position in the field, particularly through the annual
Women of the Vine & Spirits Global Symposium which will be held March 12 – 14, 2018 in
Napa, California. For more information or corporate partnership inquiries, please visit
womenofthevine.com or email info@womenofthevine.com
About Wine Enthusiast Magazine
The Leading Publication in Wine Lifestyle
Wine Enthusiast Magazine educates and entertains readers about wine and the wine
lifestyle in an accessible and user-friendly way. Published 13 times per year, the magazine's
readership is more than 800,000. The magazine and its Buying Guide with more than
100,000 ratings and reviews are available online. The magazine hosts signature Wine
Enthusiast events for both consumer and trade. WineMag.com
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