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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
2016 - 2017
The QELA Management Committee is comprised of members duly elected by the broader QELA
membership. Positions are voluntary and Committee members dedicate considerable time and
expertise towards the strategic management of the Association.

PRESIDENT
Leisa Sinclair

Team Manager / Principal - Planning, Cardno

Leisa has been involved in the planning and development industry for in excess of 25
years. She has has accumulated significant experience in preparing development
approval strategies, project management and coordination, and Planning and
Environment Court matters for major projects across retail, commercial and extractive
industry sectors.
Leisa holds the qualifications of Bachelor of Applied Science (Surveying) and
Graduate Diploma of Urban and Regional Planning.
Leisa was elected to the QELA Management Committee in 2010.
President
2016 - Present
Vice President
2014 - 2016
Chair, Seminar Sub-Committee
2015 - 2016
Member Seminar Sub-Committee
2007 - Present
Member Conference Sub-Committee
2010 - Present
Member Regional Intensive Sub-Committee
2016 - Present

VICE PRESIDENT
Ben Job QC

Barrister-at-law

Ben has specialised almost exclusively in planning and environment law since 1996.
Admitted as a Solicitor in 1993, he was an Associate with a National law firm at the
time of his admission as a Barrister in 2001.
In addition to his law degree, Ben has a Masters degree in town planning.
Ben was elected to the QELA Management Committee in 2009.
Vice President
2014 - Present
Chair, Regional Intensive Sub-Committee
2015 - Present
Member Finance Sub-Committee
2014 - Present
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VICE PRESIDENT
Brent Lillywhite

Partner, Corrs Chambers Westgarth

Brent is a Partner in the Environment & Planning Team at Corrs Chambers Westgarth.
He provides strategic legal advice to developers, local governments and State
government authorities on all aspects of planning and environment law. A keen
litigator, Brent’s passion lies in Planning and Environment Court appeals and
declaratory proceedings.
Brent was elected to the QELA Management Committee in 2014.
Vice President
2016 - Present
Chair, Conference Sub-Committee
2013 - Present
Chair, Seminar Sub-Committee
2014 - 2015
Member Conference Sub-Committee
2010 - Present
Member Regional Intensive Sub-Committee
2007 - Present
Member Seminar Sub-Committee
2013 - 2015

TREASURER
Hannah Riggs

Senior Associate, MinterEllison

Hannah is a Senior Associate in the Planning and Environment team at Minter Ellison,
specialising in planning and environment litigation, compulsory acquisition of land and
legal compliance.
Hannah was elected to the QELA Management Committee in 2015.
Treasurer
2016 - Present
Chair, Seminar Sub-Committee
2016 - Present
Member Conference Sub-Committee
2012, 2016 - Present
Member Seminar Sub-Committee
2013 - 2015
Member Legislative Sub-Committee
2014

ASSOCIATION SECRETARY
Sarah Hausler
Senior Associate, McCullough Robertson
Sarah is a Senior Associate in the Planning and Environment Group at McCullough
Robertson. Sarah acts for developers, local governments, state government agencies
and government owned corporations in relation to planning and environment litigation,
strategic advice about project approvals, planning and environment due diligence,
infrastructure agreements and contaminated land.
Sarah has degrees in law, environmental science and urban and regional planning.
Sarah was elected to the QELA Management Committee in 2012.
Association Secretary
2014 - Present
Chair, Legislative Sub-Committee
2014 - Present
Member Seminar Sub-Committee
2006 - Present
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IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
James Ireland
Partner, HopgoodGanim Lawyers
James specialises in the areas of planning and development approvals, planning
litigation and dispute resolution, infrastructure, land valuation and the compulsory
acquisition of land. He advises clients on the planning and development issues
associated with development projects, including providing advice at an early stage as
to the appropriateness of a site, and at the development application stage to ensure
that an application is structures so as to provide the best prospects of success.
James was elected to the QELA Management Committee in 2009.
Immediate Past President
2016 - Present
President
2014 - 2016
Vice President
2012 - 2014
Association Secretary
2010 - 2012
Member Conference Sub-Committee
2014 - Present
Member Regional Intensive-Sub- Committee
2015 - Present
Member Finance Sub-Committee
2012 - Present

MEMBER
Kerrie Brown

Senior Corporate Lawyer, Powerlink Queensland

Kerrie provides generalist legal services in-house across all areas of law relevant to
government owned corporations and electricity entities with a special interest in
planning and environment law. Having worked in the private legal sector, local
government and the electricity industry, Kerrie is experienced in advising on a range of
matters including planning and environment appeals, development approvals, major
infrastructure projects, compulsory acquisitions and environmental compliance.
Kerrie was elected to the QELA Management Committee in 2016.
Member Conference Sub-Committee
2013 - Present
Member Legislative Sub-Committee
2016 - Present

MEMBER
Tim Stork

Legal Counsel, Energy Queensland

Tim is Ergon Energy’s specialist advisor on planning, environment and property
matters. Before moving to Ergon Energy, Tim spent 10 years in leading planning and
environment practices in national and international firms.
Tim has provided advice to and litigated for local and state governments, government
entities and major institutional developers about all traditional planning, environment
and property matters as well as electricity-industry specific legal issues, compulsory
acquisition and resources law.
Tim was elected to the QELA Management Committee in 2014.
Chair, Legislative Sub-Committee
2014 - Present
Member Conference Sub-Committee
2012 - Present
Member Regional Intensive Sub-Committee
2006 - Present
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MEMBER
Justin Watson

Ecologist, Gondwana Ecology Group

Justin is the director and principal ecologist of the Gondwana Ecology Group. He has
been involved in the ecological and consulting industry for 30 years and has acted as
an expert witness in planning and environment matters since 2003.
Justin is a Certified Environmental Practitioner, has a PhD in ecology and is an adjunct
Associate Professor at Charles Sturt University. Besides working on consulting
projects, Justin is a regular in regional Queensland undertaking research and working
with local communities on cultural and conservation initiatives.
Justin was elected to the QELA Management Committee in 2014.
Member Seminar Sub-Committee

MEMBER
Troy Webb

2015 - 2016

Partner, McCullough Robertson Lawyers

Troy is a Partner in the planning and environment group of leading Australian law firm,
McCullough Robertson. His practice focuses on advisory work, appeals, enforcement,
infrastructure agreements and compulsory acquisitions.
Troy has extensive experience in acting for local governments and private clients in
relation to appeals and enforcement proceedings in the Planning and Environment
Court and in advising on planning, environmental and building issues. Troy has also
prepared and negotiated infrastructure agreements for his clients on major retail,
industrial and residential developments.
Troy was elected to the QELA Management Committee in 2007.
Immediate Past President
2014 - 2016
President
2012 - 2014
Vice President
2010 - 2012
Member Regional Intensive-Sub-Committee
2016 - Present
Member Seminar Sub-Committee
2016 - Present

PRESIDENT’S
REPORT
QELA and the planning and environment
sector experienced significant change
during 2016 and 2017.
On the sector front, we welcomed Judge Nicole
Kefford to her appointment as Judge of the District and
Planning and Environment Courts of Queensland in
November 2016. President Fluer Kingham became the
President of the Land Court in January 2017, and
QELA enjoyed developing a strong working
relationship with President Kingham through activities
initiated by the President such as the Land Users
Working Group. In May and June 2017, the sector
turned its focus to the much anticipated Planning Act
2016, and we underwent an intensive learning period
in preparation for the Act’s implementation from 1st
July 2017.
From the Association’s stand point, 2017 marked the
30th anniversary for the Queensland Environmental
Law Association, a milestone celebrated throughout
the year. Overall, the 2016 - 2017 period was another
productive and busy period for QELA.
QELA continued to host its monthly seminars, with
seven events held in the financial year. My thanks to
all seminar presenters who contributed their time and
expertise towards our seminar program, and the
seminar chairs who coordinated events on behalf of
QELA. This in-kind contribution is of great benefit to
the membership, providing an important resource that
members can refer to in years to come.
I would like to thank Hannah Riggs, QELA Treasurer
and Seminar Sub-Committee Chair, for her extensive
efforts the past 18 months and for her role in delivering
a successful calendar of events.
The 2017 Conference was held in May at the Marriott
Surfers Paradise, and continued to demonstrate the
high quality and breadth of expertise and innovative
thinking within the QELA membership. Again, QELA is
indebted to the speakers for contributing to the QELA
knowledge bank so readily, and the Conference
session co-ordinators for their voluntary efforts in
overseeing the program for the Conference.
I would like to acknowledge the efforts of QELA Vice
President and Conference Sub-Committee Chair,
Brent Lillywhite, for his outstanding efforts in
convening the 2017 Conference. Brent demonstrated

his leadership and organisational prowess yet again in
2017, and, with the assistance of the Conference SubCommittee, delivered another well-received
Conference.
The QELA Legislative Review Sub-Committee were
very busy this financial year, contributing 13
submissions on behalf of QELA. I am continually
impressed at the diversity of expertise within the
Legislative Sub-Committee that enables QELA to
provide professional feedback on a range of topics
from koala programs to planning rules to coastal
management. Thank you to all members of the SubCommittee who provided input.
The QELA Legislative Review Sub-Committee was cochaired by QELA Management Committee members
Sarah Hausler and Tim Stork. As Chairs, Sarah and
Tim contributed significant time in drafting submissions
for consideration by the Sub-Committee. I would like
to thank Tim and Sarah for continuing to elevate
QELA’s reputation as a professional stakeholder and
knowledgeable advocate for the planning and
environment law sector.
The administration of QELA underwent significant
changes during 2016 - 2017.
As noted in last year’s Annual Report, the QELA
Management Committee undertook strategic review of
the Association’s operations and determined it was in
the best interest of the Association to sell the office
premises at Wickham Street, Spring Hill.
The sale of the premises significantly impacted the
Financial Statement for 2016 - 2017, as outlined in the
Treasurer’s Report.
The cash revenue generated
through the sale, however, will be used to fund
member initiatives.
Some of these membership initiatives commenced in
the 2017-2018 financial year, with the Management
Committee: subsidising the 30th Anniversary Dinner;
appointing a part time Membership and Events Officer
in September 2017, to provide members with
additional support; and developing a new QELA
website.
The second significant change for QELA is the change
in administration that occurred in February 2017 with
the appointment of Linda Cupitt as Executive Officer.
Linda’s appointment follows the resignation of Shari
Burke who has moved on from QELA in order to
pursue other professional goals.
During her three year term as Executive Officer, Shari
managed demanding strategic projects including:
implementing a new website in 2014; holding
electronic ballots in 2015; and the sale of the premises
in 2016. This was in addition to her management of
the annual conference and seminar program. QELA is
in a better place due to Shari’s input. On behalf of the

Management Committee, we wish Shari the best in
her future endeavours.
Linda comes to QELA with many years’ experience in
managing not-for-profit organisations and associations
and has been of invaluable assistance to QELA and to
our Management Committee members over the past
10 months. I am pleased to report that Linda is
continuing the implementation of actions arising from
the strategic review and assisting the Management
Committee with new initiatives that will ensure that
QELA continues to deliver for members and
associates within our sector.
My first year as President has been made
through the support and contributions of the
Management Committee.
I would like to
outgoing Management Committee members,
Brown, Justin Watson, and Troy Webb.

a general member of the Management Committee to
see through some of the projects he commenced while
on the Executive. During his time as a member of the
QELA Executive, Troy lead the Association through
significant changes that improved the longevity and
stability of the Association.
He has provided
diplomatic and considered opinion, and always acted
in the best interests of the QELA membership.
On behalf of the Management Committee, we thank
Troy, Justin and Kerrie for their contributions and look
forward to their continued support through SubCommittees and events.

easier
QELA
thank
Kerrie

Finally, I would like to thank the general membership
for their support of both QELA and my Presidency in
2016 - 2017. My role as QELA’s first female President
has been noted and I am grateful for the positive
reception I have received.

Kerrie returned to the Committee in 2016 and has
been an active member of the Conference and
Legislative Sub-Committees. Justin has been on the
Management Committee since 2014

It has been a pleasure to lead the Management
Committee and build on the achievements of
Immediate Past President James Ireland.
I look
forward some of the strategic planning of 2017 coming
to fruition in 2018, and continued engagement with
members, State Government, and the sector more
broadly.

Troy Webb is resigning from the Committee following
10 years service that included a two year term as
QELA President in 2012 - 2014, following two years as
Vice President in 2010 - 2012. Troy continued on the
QELA Management Committee as Immediate Past
President in 2014 - 2016, and served this past year as

Mick Colliss, author, sports commentator and vice captain
of Australia’s ﬁrst sudoko team, entertained members at
the Christmas Seminar in November 2016.

Leisa Sinclair
President

2016 - 2017

TREASURER’S
REPORT
The Financial Reports for the 2016-2017 period reflect
the strategic changes as outlined in the President’s
report, resulting in a statement of accounts that is
atypical to those of the past decade.
The most significant impact to the 2016-2017 financial
statement is the sale of the Wickham Tce office
premises.
In 2016, the Management Committee
engaged an external financial expert to provide
strategic advice on how to progress and manage the
building asset. Their advice included calculations for
the future depreciation of the premises and ongoing
annual costs associated with ownership, such as
rates, electricity and body corporate fees.
These
annual fees alone were approximately $15,000 per
year, and in considering these costs and projected
decline in value, the Management Committee elected
to sell the Wickham Tce office.
In September 2016, the premises sold for $220,000. In
previous years the premises had been valued at
$300,000 however with availabilty  of  new office
stock in the CBD, the value of the office has been readjusted. This decline in property value amounted to
DV outlined in the asset re-evaluation in the
Financial Statements on page 31.

Overall, QELA’s total assets at 30 June 2017 were
$518,071.47. The liabilities at 30 June 2017 were
$47,607.79, with $32,122.15 being 2017-2018
memberships received before 30 June 2017 and the
remaining amount being GST, Superannuation, and
PAYG payable as at 30 June 2017.
This resulted in a final equity position of $470,463.68,
which is $65,557.89 less than last financial year.
$64,670.00 of this decline in equity can be attributed
to the decline in property value, as discussed above.
Whilst the sale of the premises reduced the equity of
the Association, the sale impacted the Profit and Loss
statement positively as the sale resulted in a capital
gain of $37,249.98. This capital gain is due to the
purchase price in 2006 being $139,508. After
considerations for costs of purchase and sale, building
improvements, and depreciation, the final position is a
positive gain. This capital gain amount is included as
“Other Income” in the Statement of Profit and Loss on
page 4 and explained in Note 2 on page 12.
The remainder of the Statement of Profit and Loss on
Page 4 is drawn from the Income and Expenditure
outlined on page 29.
In summary, for the 2016-17 financial year, QELA
made an operating loss of $887.89.
To gain a truer picture of the Association’s loss for the
year, disregard the theoretical accounting income
included as “Other Income” (itemised on page 12) and
refer to the cash flow profit and loss for 2016-2017
which shows a loss of $34,456.79 (outlined in the
Statement of Cash Flow, page 7).

In real terms, the impact of the sale is easiest seen in
the Statement of Financial Position (page 5 of the
Financial Report) with the Cash Assets increasing
from $281,396.48 at 30 June 2016 to $412,430.41 at
30 June 2017, and the Non Current Assets declining
from $238,928.79 at June 2016 to $1,767.50 at June
2017. In other words, there is no longer a building
asset under Non Current Assets, but there is an
increase in cash at the bank from the sale proceeds.

Although the Association has posted a net operational
and cash flow loss for the past two financial years, the
Management Committee has undertaken significant
strategic activities requiring one-off payments.
In 2016-2017 such payments included $15,082.50 for
the recruitment of QELA’s Executive Officer in
December 2016, and $4,500 for digitisation of the
Association’s archives (included in "Equipment less

than $20,000" line item of the Income and Expenditure
Statement, page 30).

last financial year was only a little higher at
$14,347.19.

Compared to the 2015-16 financial year, most
operational expenses remained steady. Reductions
were made in some items such as insurance and
general meeting expenses,
however most of the
strategic operational reductions will be seen in the
2017-2018 financial statements. One-off items from
2015-2016 were not expended this financial year, such
as the online ballot, promotional items, and strategic
review.

Membership income remained steady and profitable,
achieving $80,126.90, which is a 5% increase on the
previous financial year.

The sale of the premises reduced the depreciation
expense by almost $12,000 when compared to last
financial year.
It should also be noted that this
financial year, the combined cost of property and
serviced office rental was $12,987.28 whereas the
cost of property ownership in 2015-2016 was
$13,598.82.
In 2017-2018, the Management
Committee expect the cost of the serviced office to be
$20,000 which remains less than the combined costs
of building depreciation and office ownership
expenses.
A significant proportion of QELA’s annual expenditure
is on staff wages. The President’s Report outlined the
change in Executive Officer from Shari Burke to Linda
Cupitt in February 2017. Prior to recruitment of Linda,
the Management Committee reviewed the structure
and duties of the Executive Officer role, restructuring it
from a full time role to a permanent part-time position
(0.6 FTE). The EO role is now complemented by a
part-time Membership and Events Officer (0.4 FTE),
who commenced in September 2017. It is hoped that
that this structure will result in a more focused
outcome for members and also provide a net saving of
approximately 14%pa compared to employment of a
single full-time EO.
Due to the change over of staff and position
restructuring, staff costs for 2016-17 were almost
$20,000 less than the previous financial year.
The core activities for QELA were profitable in
2016-17, with the 2017 Conference producing a net
profit of $21,369.85. This profit is less than the profit
made in 2015-2016 due to the reduction in
registrations and increase in speakers fees.
The
increased speaker fees reflects the decision by the
Conference Sub-Committee and Management
Committee invest in innovation at the Conference and
trial two keynote speakers; a decision welcomed by
delegates.
The Seminar program was also profitable, with a net
position of $10,343.01. Although seminar income in
2015-16 was higher, so to were the associated
expenses and the net profit of the seminar program

Despite the cashflow and operational loss, QELA has
no significant liabilities and remains solvent.
The
independent audit of 2016-2017 financials found no
matters of going concern.
Looking forward, the Management Committee, with
the assistance of Executive Officer Linda Cupitt, has
continued to implement operational changes to
minimise cash flow losses and ensure best practice is
achieved in our accounts management and
governance.
Cash generated through the sale of the premises is
being invested back into the membership and I am
confident that QELA will see a positive cash flow in
coming years as a direct result of this investment.
I would like to thank the Management Committee and
the Financial Sub-Committee within the management
Committee for their time and efforts this year in
ensuring the financial stability of the Association.
Hannah Riggs
Treasurer 2016 - 2017

Finance Sub-Committee Members
Hannah Riggs, MinterEllison (Chair
Leisa Sinclair, Cardno
James Ireland, HopgoodGanim
Ben Job, Barrister-at-law

CONFERENCE REPORT
Wednesday 10 May - Friday 12 May 2017
Surfers Paradise Marriott Resort
In what marked QELA’s 30th anniversary year, it seemed appropriate that the 2017 Conference reflected on
the “moments” that have shaped or will shape Queensland’s planning and environment landscape through the
Conference theme, “Capture the Moment”.
This year’s Conference trialled some new formats in the session delivery, keynotes, and the gala social dinner.
Overall, the 2017 Conference was positively received by 180 QELA members who attended over the three days.

Clockwise: Closing keynote, Kurt Fearnley; Johanna Kennerly, Cartner Newell Lawyers, during Snappy Chats session;
delegates networking during lunch breaks; and President Fluer Kingham addressing delegates.

CONFERENCE REPORT
The 2017 Conference received the highest number of paper
abstracts in the Conference’s history and, as a result, 29
speakers addressed delegates through a mix of standard
sessions and our inaugural “Snappy Chats” session where
speakers were provided with just eight minutes to convey their
key message.
The Great QELA Debate returned in 2017 with the divisive
topic ,“Community involvement in planning and environment
processes delivers better outcomes”. This year’s debaters took
their task very seriously and the Debate was voted one of the
highlights of the Conference.
QELA brought two keynote speakers to 2017 Conference;
Award winning environmentalist and science journalist, Tanya
Ha, set the scene at the opening of the Conference and athlete
and three time Australian Paralympic gold medalist, Kurt
Fearnley, gave an emotive, powerful closing address.

Conference Sub-Committee Members
Brent Lillywhite, Corrs Chambers
Westgarth (Chair)
Leisa Sinclair, Cardno
James Ireland, HopgoodGanim
Kerrie Brown, Powerlink
Tim Stork, Energy Queensland Hannah
Riggs, MinterEllison
Simon Pollock, RPS Australia
Amy Adamson, Reel Planning
Lauren Turner, Corrs Chambers Westgarth
Jaclyn Poulton, McInnes Wilson Lawyers
Keith Wylie, Barrister-at-law

My thanks to all speakers for generously contributing to the
the success of the 2017 Conference and the 2017 Conference
SubCommittee for their guidance in the development of all
aspects of the Conference.
Brent Lillywhite
Chair, Conference Sub-Committee

Thanks to the 2017 QELA Conference sponsors

SEMINAR REPORT
QELA hosted seven seminars during the financial year,
featuring a total of 17 speakers. Our seminars continue to be
well attended with 30-80 attendees to each seminar.
Since its introduction in 2016, regional members have
embraced the complimentary web broadcast option and
viewership via web broadcast has steadily increased. The
popular Planning Act 2016 seminar series had the highest
viewership for the financial year with 22 regional colleagues
logging in to hear from James Coutts, Department of
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning.
I would like to thank the Seminar Sub-Committee members for
their role in coordinating and chairing seminars, and our venue
hosts, Corrs Chambers Westgarth, HopgoodGanim Lawyers,
and McCullough Robertson Lawyers, for their continued
support.
Hannah Riggs
Chair, Seminar Sub-Committee

Seminar Sub-Committee Members
Hannah Riggs, MinterEllison (Chair)
Kerrie Brown, Powerlink
Sarah Hausler, McCullough Robertson Lawyers
Brent Lillywhite, Corrs Chambers Westgarth
Leisa Sinclair, Cardno
Troy Webb, McCullough Robertson Lawyers
Shane Adamson, Adamson Town
Michael Bidwell, McCullough Robertson
Michelle Borzillo, MinterEllison
Rachel Jones, McCullough Robertson
Johanna Kennerley, Cartner Newell
Carolyn Mellish, Urbis
Kelly McIntyre, Barrister-at-law
Robyn Lamb, HopgoodGanim
Revel Pointon, EDO Qld
John Sutton, student
Amelia Taylor, Cardno
John Thorogood, frc environmental
Tom Walton, Urbis
Sophie Williams, RPS Group

Seminar List
Prosecutions Update July 2016
Speakers: Danny O'Brien, Mills Oakley;
Elizabeth Wilson QC, Barrister-at-law;
Adam Cradick, Department of Environment
and Heritage Protection; and Shane
Mansfield, Logan City Council.
Chair: Michelle Borzillo, MinterEllison

Unwritten Rules October 2016
Speakers: Nicole Kefford, Barrister-at-law;
and Nicolas Andreatidis, Barrister-at-law.
Chair: Rod Litster QC, Barrister-at-law

Christmas Seminar November 2016
Guest Speaker: Mick Colliss

An Evening with the President
February 2017
Speaker: President Fleur Kingham, Land
Court of Queensland
Chair: Alyce Young, King & Wood Mallesons

Planning & Environment Court
Update March 2017
Speakers: Mitchel Batty, Barrister-at-law;
Damien O’Brien QC, Barrister-at-law; and
Stuart Macnaughton, McCullough Robertson
Chair: Her Honour Judge Nicole Kefford

Development on Contaminated Land
April 2017
Speakers: Ivan Neralic, Greencap; Melanie
Hindman, Barrister-at-law; and Johanna
Kennerley, Carter Newell
Chair: Hannah Riggs, MinterEllison

The New Planning Act 2016 – Session
1: SPA to Planning Act - An Overview
June 2017
Speakers: James Coutts, Megan Bayntun,
and Rebecca Kenny,
Department of Infrastructure, Local
Government and Planning.
Thanks to our venue hosts

James Coutts, Executive Director, DILGP, addressing seminar in June 2017

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW REPORT
The 2016-2017 year was a busy period for the Legislative SubCommittee with 13 submissions drafted on behalf on QELA.
Topics varied greatly and QELA’s capacity to respond so
capably demonstrates the diversity of expertise within the
QELA membership.
It is this diversity of expertise and professional approach that
has led to an increase in QELA’s input being sought and QELA
being consulted as a key stakeholder.
In early 2017 QELA was invited to and appeared at the
Parliamentary Inquiry into the Local Government Electoral
(Transparency and Accountability in Local Government) and
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2016.
QELA was also invited to provide a representative for the
Planning and Building Legislation Working Group, convened by
Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning.
The first meeting was held in June 2017 and our thanks to
Melanie Simmonds, McCullough Robertson Lawyers, for
attending as the QELA representative.
In 2016 - 2017 QELA continued its representation on the Land
Court’s Resources User Group, established by the Court in
2016 to address matters within the mining objections hearings
jurisdiction.
Our thanks to the Sub Committee members for contributing
throughout the year, often to short deadlines.
Sarah Hausler
Co-Chair, Legislative Sub-Committee
Tim Stork
Co-Chair, Legislative Sub-Committee

Legislative Review Sub-Committee Members
Tim Stork, Energy Queensland (Co-Chair)
Sarah Hausler, McCullough Robertson (Co-Chair)
Kerrie Brown, Powerlink
Leisa Sinclair, Cardno
Catherine Andrews, Place Design Group
Julieane Materu, Allens
Michael Cattoni, Urbis
Kelly Matthews, Green Tape Solutions
Waanda McCarthy, Hede Byrne & Hall Lawyers
Rebecca Hoare, Norton Rose Fulbright
Lauren Kirkwood, Baker McKenzie
Rosanne Meurling, Allens
Ian Motti, Clayton Utz
Michelle Pennicott, MinterEllison
Matthew Schneider, Urbis
Andrew Skoien, Barrister at law
Linda Tait, Bennett and Bennett
Luke Walker, HWL Ebsworth Lawyers
Olivia Williamson, HopgoodGanim

Submissions List
Discussion paper: reviewing the
framework for the management of
protected wildlife (animals) in
Queensland, July 2016
Review of Koala programs and
initiatives, October 2016
Draft Planning Regulation –
Consultation, November 2016
Draft Development Assessment
Rules, December 2016
Draft Coastal Protection and
Management Regulation,
December 2016
Local Government Electoral
(Transparency and Accountability in
Local Government) and Other
Legislation Amendment Bill 2016,
January 2017
Draft State Planning Policy, State
Development Assessment Provisions
and Planning Regulation 2017,
February 2017
Draft ShapingSEQ- South East
Queensland Regional Plan,
March 2017
Draft Nature Conservation (Special
Wildlife Reserves) and Other
Legislation Amendment Bill 2017,
April 2017
Discussion Paper: Enhancing
regulations to ensure clean water for
a healthy Great Barrier Reef and a
prosperous Queensland, April 2017
Draft Minister’s Guidelines and Rules,
May 2017
Wet Tropics Management Plan
Review Brochure, June 2017
Land Access Ombudsman Bill 2017,
June 2017

MEMBERSHIP
At 30 June 2017, QELA had 454 members. Members reside
throughout Queensland, from Cairns to the Gold Coast, and all
major centres between.

QELA is a multidisciplinary non-profit
organisation, providing education on
environment and planning law and
the natural and built environments.

Whilst almost half of the membership are employed in the
private sector as legal professionals, 33% of the membership
are planning and environmental consultants with diversity of
specialties including engineers, ecologists, acoustic specialists,
and town planners.

We represent lawyers, barristers,
town planners, environmental
scientists, managers and engineers,
academics, property valuers and
developers. Our representatives
serve on many stakeholder
committees reviewing planning
legislation and government policy.

Local and State government members include both legal,
planning ,and environmental professionals.

Queensland Environmental
Law Association Incorporated
ABN 82 337 273 393

Executive Officer
Linda Cupitt

The QELA Management Committee actively seeks to ensure
gender equality in the QELA seminar and conference program.
Currently 40% the QELA membership are female.

Membership and Events Officer
Sherri Brereton

Level 18, 324 Queen Street
Brisbane, Queensland
Email: info@qela.com.au
Web: www.qela.com.au
Phone: 07 3832 4865

