September 2015

www.GAWL.org

President’s Message:
Kick Off the Fall Season with GAWL

2015-2016 Officers
President
Laurie Vickery
President Elect:
Alicia Grahn Jones
Immediate Past President:
Cindy Manning
Secretary:
Laurie Rashidi-Yazd
Treasurer:
Christina Baugh
Representative at Large:
Lori Gelchion
Representative at Large:
Janie Hagood

Vice President Communications:
Annie Jordan
Vice President Leadership:
Michelle West
Vice President Membership:
Tedra Hobson
Vice President Mentoring:
Cheryl Legare
Vice President Programs:
Barbara Alexander
Vice President Public Affairs:
Veronica Higgs Cope
Vice President Special Events:
Kristy Zimmerman

Vice President
Strategic Partnerships:
Valentia Alleyne
President GAWL Foundation:
Mindy Pillow
President Columbus Chapter:
Molly Sutter

President Douglas-Paulding Chapter:
Bethaney Embry
President Gwinnett Chapter:
Patricia Elrod-Hill
President John Marshall
School of Law Chapter:
Glenda Mitchell

During my first moments as
GAWL President, as I looked over
the crowd at the Annual Dinner, I
realized that my good fortune to
serve as this organization’s leader
could not be more evident. I saw
my childhood friend of 30 years,
law school friends of almost 20
years, colleagues from my first
years of practice, and many friends
and mentors collected through my
membership with GAWL. I was inspired by our speaker for the evening, Georgia Supreme Court Justice
Carol Hunstein, who talked about
the accomplishments of women
lawyers in Georgia and the work
that remains. The Georgia Association for Women Lawyers has provided invaluable personal and professional support throughout the
phases of my career and personal
life. As I left the Annual Dinner, I
felt motivated to be a better attorney, a better person, and an impassioned leader for GAWL.
It is difficult to believe that four
months have already passed of
GAWL’s Board year. Thank you to
2014-2015 GAWL President Cindy
Manning, who led GAWL commendably through the development of a new strategic plan, the
launch of a study on women’s underrepresentation within legal leadership, the formation of our new
Valdosta Chapter, and many other

accomplishments. I am also
thankful for the opportunity
to work with a talented and
diverse group of board members. We are well on our way
toward achieving our goals for
this year.
The kick off of GAWL’s fall
events will begin at our participation party on Wednesday,
September 16th at Strip restaurant, located in Atlantic
Station. This event is always
well-attended and serves to
highlight our committees and the
ways in which you can become
more involved in GAWL.
GAWL has a number of upcoming events scheduled with the judiciary, beginning with an 11th Circuit
Court of Appeals panel discussion
and reception on October 15th.
GAWL is co-hosting the event with
the Federal Bar Association. Then,
on October 20th, GAWL will hold its
annual Atlanta Judicial Luncheon.
This December, the Honorable Jill
Pryor of the 11th Circuit Court of
Appeals, who is also a GAWL Past
President, is sponsoring a group of
12 GAWL members who will be
sworn in to the U.S. Supreme Court.
GAWL continues to expand its
statewide presence through our
chapters. In addition to our new
GAWL Valdosta Chapter, led by
GAWL Valdosta Chapter President
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By Laurie Vickery

Tina Folsom, we anticipate announcing a GAWL Blue Ridge
Chapter in the near future.
Finally, I am excited to report
that our Communications Committee is developing a new website,
which will launch this fall. In the
meantime, please check GAWL’s
social media pages on Facebook,
LinkedIn and Twitter for updates
and registration for upcoming
events.
Laurie Vickery is a solo practitioner
with Vickery Benesh Law, P.C., focusing on plaintiff’s personal injury
or wrongful death as a result of car,
trucking, motorcycle, bicycle and
pedestrian collisions; slip and fall
and premises liability; and defective
products.
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The Georgia Association for Women Lawyers is holding its annual GAWL Fall Kick Off and Participation Party on Wednesday, September 16th, from 5:30 to 7:30PM at Strip in Atlantic Station. This event
is ideal for mingling with GAWL members and non-members alike. There will be plenty of food, beverages, and prizes, as well as opportunities for informal networking. For those who have been considering joining GAWL, the Kick Off party is a great way to learn more about the organization and how to
get involved.
To register for this event, visit https://gawlfallkickoff2015.eventbrite.com. Tickets are $20 for
GAWL members and $35 for non-members. Those who join GAWL during the Kick Off and Participation Party will receive a $15 discount on their membership.

The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the GAWL Board of Directors or Officers.
Comments or questions should be directed to gawl.communications@gmail.com. Please visit our website at www.gawl.org.

GAWLedu Class One Graduation
By Megan Hodgkiss
The Georgia Association for Women Lawyers is celebrating the graduation of 21 young
attorneys who recently completed GAWL’s new
educational program, GAWLedu.
“It was so wonderful to see the inaugural
GAWLedu class complete the program. When
we envisioned what the program would be, we
were hopeful… [and] Class 1 exceeded our expectations!” said Barbara Alexander, managing
attorney of Alexander Legal LLC and co-creator
of GAWLedu.
GAWLedu is a year-long program designed
as a boot camp for beginning lawyers and recent law school graduates. It helps participants
bridge the gap between law school and the
legal community by further developing their
knowledge base, and by boosting their confidence as newer legal practitioners.

During the monthly meetings, which took
place in a relaxed and close-knit setting,
GAWLedu students had the opportunity to
hear from and interact with 46 high-quality
speakers. These successful, experienced lawyers covered a spectrum of topics, including:
choosing a firm, building a reputation and networking, drafting, billing, ADR, conducting depositions, and getting involved with pro bono
projects. Each session also featured a
lunchtime discussion with well-established
attorneys, who shared their own opinions and
advice about practicing law in the real world.
“I believe that the women in the program
learned a huge amount of practical information
and also became good friends through their
monthly sessions together. It was truly an honor to be on the planning committee for this
program” said Elaine Levine, partner at Koufman, Levine & Greiner, LLC, and co-founder of
GAWLedu.

“Planning GAWLedu and watching the first
class go through the entire program was incredibly fulfilling… [We] were thrilled with the
engaging, smart, and successful women that
agreed to speak to the class, and we were truly
inspired by what they had to say. I think this
program was a huge success!" said Alexa
Kwartin, owner and managing partner of
Kwartin Law Office, as well as a GAWLedu organizer.
The second class of GAWLedu is currently in
session and will meet through spring 2016. For
more information about the GAWLedu program, including applications, please visit
gawl.org.
Megan T. Hodgkiss is an attorney, mediator
and freelance writer. She is currently pursuing
her Ph.D. in Communication at Georgia State
University. Megan serves as GAWL's Newsletter Editor, and GAWL Foundation Secretary.

(Left) Members of GAWLedu Class One
proudly hold their graduation certificates

(Right) Attorney and past GAWL President
Rebecca Godbey Cummings mentors young
lawyers during a session of GAWLedu

2015 Leadership Academy Participants
Reflect on Lessons Learned and
GAWL Starts Selection for 2016 Academy
By Ansley Sluss
Although the substantive sessions for the
2015 GAWL Leadership Academy ended in the
spring, the 2015 class will continue to identify and
shape their unique leadership styles by volunteering with various service projects. These events will
build on themes established throughout the 2015
Academy, beginning with the first session at
Serenbe, “Leading Yourself — Leaning Into You,”
which centered around self-development.
During the second Session, “Leading in Your
Community — Leaning Into Service,” politicians
and leaders from metro-area non-profits explained their leadership styles and the concept
of servant leadership. The session leaders impressed participants with their dedication to the
community. “Although their work doesn’t seem as
altruistic as a non-profit director, it really is a service to all of us. Our society and government
wouldn’t be able to function without people stepping up to the plate and accepting those leadership responsibilities,” remarked Academy member Carol Allen. Academy class member Ze’eva
Kushner Banks had never considered going into
politics but reflected: “Hearing them talk was enlightening to see how important leadership can be

at the local level.” The class then utilized the concept of servant leadership by nominating class
participants to lead specific projects with local
non-profit organizations, including Trees Atlanta,
Nicholas House, MedShare, GAIN, Forever Family,
and My Sister’s House.
For the third session, titled “Leading in your
Profession – Leaning Into Your Career,” participants attended a two-day session at the picturesque Barnsley Gardens resort. The weekend featured a Partners Panel, small group discussions on
the participants’ partnership, as well as two Judicial Panels and a Corporate Counsel Panel. Tracy
Rhodes said she was impressed by Judge Pamela
South, who shared that she wouldn’t ask anyone
on staff or in her office to do something she
wouldn’t do for herself: “In this, I felt that she
owned her leadership position while remaining
humble and appreciative of the people around
her.” Ms. Rhodes appreciated hearing from the
Corporate Counsel panelists, women “who have
been successful in an environment that they can’t
control with a structure that is set in place for
them.”
The last session, “Leading Wholistically –
Aligning & Connecting Strengths, Passions & Vision,” featured two panels of GAWL’s past presidents, who shared their experiences as leaders
and gave advice on continuing to grow while
avoiding common mistakes. Immediate Past State

Bar President Patrise Perkins-Hooker also spoke
on her leadership activities. Finally, the class discussed books they read during this year’s leadership program, including Well-Being: The Five Essential Elements by John Rath and Jim Harter and
Lean In by Sheryl Sandberg. After the final leadership session, previous session speakers, GAWL
past presidents, Academy participants, and members of GAWL’s Board of Directors attended a
Happy Hour cocktail reception at the Glenn Hotel.
Ansley Sluss is a Labor and Employment attorney
with The Partners Group, where she assists corporate counsel defending state and federal discrimination claims. She is a member of GAWL’s Leadership Committee and is a GAWLedu participant.

Interested in being part of the next
Leadership Academy?
The GAWL Leadership Committee is
currently accepting applications for the
2016 Leadership Academy. Applications
are due September 30th, 2015. Learn
more about the Leadership Committee
and it programs at www.gawl.org.

Georgia Association for Women Lawyers (2)
September 2015

Kudos!
By Becki Lee
GAWL members are collecting
accolades left and right. Below are just a few of the attorneys making headlines:
Judge Sara Doyle was recently sworn in as Chief Judge of
the Georgia Court of Appeals.
Judge Doyle first joined the
bench 2008 after winning a
seven-person election. Since
then, she has endeavored to
master the inner workings of
Georgia’s judicial system, and
has been praised for her management and leadership skills.
The American Bar Association
will soon also have a great
leader at the helm: Linda Klein
was named president-elect of
ABA during this year’s annual
meeting. Klein has been blazing trails for women lawyers
in Georgia for decades, including being elected the first female President of the State
Bar of Georgia.
Former GAWL President Laurie Speed, along with fellow
attorneys Laura Shamp (both
of Shamp, Speed, Jordan &
Woodward) and Leslie Bryan
(of Doffermyre Shields Canfield & Knowles), scored a
huge victory against Philip
Morris in Florida state court,
winning an $11 million verdict
for their client. Kudos, ladies!
These are just a few of the
great
things
happening
around Georgia. Do you know
a GAWL member we should
recognize? Please submit your
ideas for our Kudos column at
gawl.newsletter@gmail.com
or share it on social media
with the hashtag
#GAWLSuccess.
Becki Lee is a copyright and
trademark attorney with The
Sladkus Law Group in Atlanta.
Becki is currently the LinkedIn
Editor for the GAWL Communications Committee.

GAWL’s Douglas-Paulding Chapter Gives Back
By Mandy Moyer
The Georgia Association for Women Lawyers’
Douglas-Paulding Chapter recently held a school supplies drive. Chapter members collected pens, pencils,
crayons, paper, folders and related school supplies.
The group donated all of the items to S.H.A.R.E.
House, a non-profit organization that provides crisis
intervention and care for children whose families have
been impacted by domestic violence.
GAWL Douglas-Paulding Chapter President
Bethaney Embry, managing attorney of the Embry
Law Firm, LLC in Douglasville, was enthusiastic about
the donation: “Though this is the first time we’ve held
a school supply drive, we were pleased with the participation. We hope to make the drive an annual opportunity for our members to give back to the communities of Douglas and Paulding counties.”
GAWL’s Douglas-Paulding Chapter, founded in
2011, connects like-minded individuals and provides
opportunities for community service and professional
development. The group holds monthly meetings at

the Douglas County Courthouse. For more information about the Chapter, including upcoming events,
email gawl.douglaspaulding@gmail.com. For more on
S.H.A.R.E. House, visit sharehousedouglas.org.
GAWL Member Mandy Moyer practices in the areas of
probate litigation and estate planning, and is currently
the staff attorney and chief deputy clerk for the Forsyth County Probate Court.

Girl Scout participants earned their “Public Policy,”
GAWL Foundation Encourages Female Students
to Love the Law through its Annual Girl Scout “Social Innovator,” and “Finding Common Ground”
badges. Additionally, some of the older Girl Scouts
Merit Badge Program
had the opportunity to visit the Atlanta office of Jones
By Mandy Moyer

Day to get an insider’s view into a law practice.
Many individuals graciously lent their time and expertise to the cause, including: Georgia State Senator
Elena Parent, DeKalb County Deputy Chief Investigator Tracey Enderson, Georgia Bureau of Investigation
Special Agent Cynthia Adkins, American Civil Liberties
Union interns, and more than 30 attorney volunteers.
The program would have not been a success without
organizers Caitlin Shetter of Jones Day, Sharon Zinns
of Levy Konigsberg, LLP, and the Honorable Catherine
“Katie” Salinas of the United States District Court’s
Northern District of Georgia. The GAWL Foundation
extends its gratitude to all those who contributed
their efforts to help bring this important program to
the Girl Scouts
The GAWL Foundation recently held its annual Girl
Planning has begun for next year’s Girl Scout ProScout Project, a two-day program encouraging middle
ject, and interested volunteers can visit gawl.org, or
and high school aged Girl Scouts to learn about the
“like” the GAWL Foundation and GAWL pages on Falaw, the criminal justice system, and career opportucebook for more information.
nities in those fields. The project was met with enthusiasm from both the young participants and the
legal and criminal justice professionals.
This year’s program, held June 1-2 at the State Bar
of Georgia in Downtown Atlanta, addressed a number of topics including women in law enforcement,
legal career options, communication and relationship
building, and the legislative process. Girl Scouts also
participated in one-on-one conversations with GAWL
members during a Mentoring Lunch. The two-day
program culminated in a mock trial event, where Girl
Scouts showcased their legal arguments in the infamous matters of Lord Capulet v. Friar Laurence and
The State v. Hansel Schmidt and Gretel Schmidt. The
Honorable Stacey Hydrick, of the State Court of DeKThe Public Policy, Social Innovator, and Finding Common Ground
alb County, presided over the mock trials.
badges are courtesy of GirlScouts.org
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GAWL is expanding!
New Affinity Groups and Valdosta Chapter
By Jennifer Gore-Cuthbert
The Georgia Association for Women Lawyers proudly
serves the diverse interests of its members by providing personal and professional resources to attorneys across the
state. GAWL is proud to announce its newest forums: the
Alternative Practice Affinity Group, the Happy Hour Affinity
Group, and the new Valdosta Chapter.
GAWL affinity groups are designed to meet the needs of
women working in all types of legal environments, from
solo practitioners to attorneys at large, corporate firms. The
new Alternative Practice Affinity Group, hosted by Cristen
Dutcher and Mary Anne Walser, serves as a networking resource for women who have left the traditional law practice
setting. This group holds discussions about non-legal careers and the flexibility of a law degree. Group members
also share stories about their transitions to non-traditional
practices. The Alternative Practice Affinity Group plans to
meet the second Monday of each month, 12:00 PM, at The
Flying Biscuit at Paces Ferry Plaza (check gawl.org for updates).
The Happy Hour Affinity Group, hosted by Jaime Duguay
and Rachel Ruskin, will launch next month. This group is
open to all women attorneys interested in socializing and
networking with their fellow GAWL members. The Happy
Hour Affinity Group will meet on the second Tuesday of
each month, alternating between Gordon Biersch’s Midtown and Buckhead locations (check gawl.org for more details).
GAWL also recently launched the new GAWL Valdosta
Chapter, led by chapter president Tina Folsom. The group
held its inaugural luncheon in April and is currently coordinating a new membership campaign. The new GAWL Valdosta Chapter joins a strong network of GAWL chapters
across the state, which currently includes Columbus, Douglas-Paulding, John Marshall Law School, Gwinnett and Savannah chapters.
Jennifer Gore-Cuthbert is a personal injury attorney. She is
the founder of the Gore Law Firm, LLC, located in Alpharetta .

SPONSORS

GAWL WOULD LIKE TO THANK ITS SPONSORS FOR THEIR
GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT OF OUR ORGANIZATION

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Daily Report
Pursley Friese Torgrimson
Troutman Sanders
Wargo French

SILVER SPONSORS

Carlton Fields Jorden Burt
Esquire Deposition Solutions
Fellows Labriola
John Marshall Law School
Joy A. Gorney, CFP®
Kilpatrick Townsend
King & Spalding LLP
Leanne Gould, HDH Advisors LLC
Manning Legal Group,
Reynolds&ReynoldsFinancialPartners
RICOH Legal
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP
The Partners Group
Vickery Benesh Law, P.C.
Vonage Business Solutions

Upcoming GAWL Events
Check GAWL’s online calendar and social media for additional
information on our events. There’s a Neighborhood Networking
Breakfast, Affinity Group meeting, happy hour or volunteering
opportunity happening near you!
Sept 16:
Sept 25:
Sept 30:
Sept 30:
Oct 1:
Oct 15:
Oct 15:
Oct 20:
Nov 12:

Fall Kick Off and Participation Party
GAWL Golf Clinic
Women in Law Day
Deadline for Leadership Academy Application
GAWL and Georgia Lawyers for the Arts Legal Clinic
Women in Leadership Program
GAWL 11th Circuit Judicial Reception
Judicial Luncheon
Legislative Preview

Now you can Share, Tweet & Like GAWL! Search for “Georgia Association for Women Lawyers” on LinkedIn,
“GAWL Central” on Facebook & Twitter and “The GAWL Foundation” on Facebook.
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