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ure as this year's President of
the Georgia Association for
Women Lawyers, I am proud of
the progress made by GAWL's
Board. GAWL launched a new
website and approved the formation of our Blue Ridge Chapter. Our annual Participation
Party was well-attended, as was
the Judicial Luncheon, hosting
an impressive 56 members of
our judiciary. As we enter
2016, and the second half of
the GAWL Board Year, there are
still important tasks to be accomplished.
Nearly thirty years ago, U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Sandra
Day O’Connor said, “Despite
the encouraging and wonderful
gains and the changes for women which have occurred in my
lifetime, there is still room to
advance and to promote correction of the remaining defi-

ciencies and imbalances.” Her remarks hold
true, even today. As an
organization, GAWL
aims to enhance the
welfare and development of women lawyers, and to support
their interests. Our
board members are
working diligently to advance
the equal status, rights, and
opportunities for women lawyers.
In accordance with these
goals, GAWL has partnered on
an investigative research project with Dr. Elizabeth Boyd,
Director of Research at Kennesaw State University’s Women’s
Leadership Center. The project
will explore the so-called “leaky
pipeline” for women in the legal
profession. During the first
step of this study, Dr. Boyd organized focus groups in which
she asked attorneys (female,
male, practicing and nonpracticing) about their experience with women attorneys in
the workplace. During the next
phase, GAWL will distribute an
online study to all members of
the State Bar of Georgia, drawing upon the data collected in
the focus groups. The purpose
of GAWL’s research project is to

better understand women’s
underrepresentation in leadership roles within the legal field
and to assist with the development and retention of newer
lawyers. While women represent roughly 50% of law school
graduates, only 15-17% of equity partners at larger law firms
are women – a figure which has
held steady for more than a
decade.
GAWL will likely publish this
comprehensive study during
the 2016-2017 board year, and
eventually, to all members of
the State Bar of Georgia. It is
my hope that our research will
shed light on the reasons women too often leave the practice
of law, or alternately, to assist
in the removal of barriers
(perceived or realized) toward
women attorneys achieving equity status.
Happy Holidays and best
wishes for a prosperous New
Year!
Laurie Vickery is a solo practitioner with Vickery Benesh Law,
P.C., focusing on plaintiff’s personal injury or wrongful death
as a result of car, trucking, motorcycle, bicycle and pedestrian
collisions; slip and fall and
premises liability; and defective
products.

Celebrate the Holidays with GAWL
The Georgia Association for Women Lawyers’ annual Holiday Party will be held on Wednesday,
December 16th, from 6:00 to 8:00PM. We are excited to share that this year’s hosts are Justice
David Nahmias, of the Supreme Court of Georgia, and Catherine M. O’Neil, litigation partner at
King & Spalding. The Holiday Party is free for GAWL members and $30 for non-members. The
GAWL Foundation will be accepting donations at the event. Please visit our website, gawl.org for
more details and for registration. (The party location will be provided to registrants prior to the
event.)
The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the GAWL Board of Directors or Officers.
Comments or questions should be directed to gawl.communications@gmail.com. Please visit our website at www.gawl.org.

GAWL’s Annual Judicial Luncheon
By Beth Young

and community involvement. Judge Hydrick created the Summer Mentoring Initiative in Legal Education (“S.M.I.L.E.”) proThe 20th annual GAWL Judicial Lunchgram in 2012 as a means to provide high
eon, sponsored by Wargo French, took
school girls from diverse backgrounds a
place on Wednesday, October 20th at the
free introduction to potential careers in
Capital City Club in downtown Atlanta. The criminal justice, law, corrections, probaluncheon, which honors the female mem- tion, and social work, as well as a behindbers of the Atlanta judiciary, was well
the-scenes look at our civil and criminal
attended by more than 120 attorneys and justice system.
judges.
Following the award presentation, NaGAWL Foundation President Mindy Pil- than Chapman of Wargo French introduced
low presented the Honorable Debra Bernes the Honorable Carla Wong McMillian of the
Community Volunteer Award to the Honor- Georgia Court of Appeals as the Judicial
able Stacey Hydrick of the State Court of
Luncheon’s keynote speaker. Judge McMilDeKalb County. This award recognizes a
lian has the distinction of being the first
GAWL member who has a record of outAsian American elected to a statewide
standing service through pro bono work
office in Georgia, and the first Asian Pacific

American appointed as a state appellate
judge in the Southeast. Judge McMillian
spoke about her grandparent’s journey in
the early 1900’s from China to Augusta,
Georgia. She said that it was her family’s
involvement in the Chinese community of
Augusta that later shaped and influenced
her own career. Judge McMillian closed
this year’s Judicial Luncheon with a few
words of encouragement. She urged
attendees to embrace unplanned opportunities, to see the potential in others, and to
become involved in their communities.
Beth Young is a tax attorney at Taylor English Duma LLP. She currently serves on the
GAWL Special Events and GAWL Foundation Art Auction Committees.

GAWL Judicial Luncheon, October 20, 2015. All photos are
courtesy of Sharon Zinns, Esq.

GAWL Legislative Preview:
2016 is a Year to Watch
By Veronica Higgs Cope
The second session of the 153rd Georgia
General Assembly is slated to begin on January 11, 2016. GAWL gave its members an
early glimpse at key issues during its annual Legislative Preview event. GAWL’s Public Affairs Committee hosted the preview
on November 12th at Troutman Sanders
LLP, the event’s exclusive sponsor.
Several organizations provided insight
on their agendas for the impending legislative session. These groups, many of them
nonprofit entities, have historically championed issues in alignment with GAWL’s
mission of enhancing the welfare and supporting the interests of women lawyers.
Robert Ashe, III, Chairman of MARTA’s
Board of Directors, spoke about his group’s
legislative goals, which include seeking
state level funding for transportation infrastructure expansion north to Alpharetta,
east to Stonecrest Mall in Lithonia, and to
the Clifton Corridor.
Georgia Trial Lawyers Association Executive Committee member Laurie Speed,

who is also a former GAWL President, indicated that GTLA’s legislative agenda includes opposing tort reform legislation
which would result in a workers compensation-like system for medical malpractice
claims. Ms. Speed also spoke about
GTLA’s mission to oppose the repeal of the
collateral source rule. She said that such a
repeal could substantially reduce recoveries for personal injury litigants.
Beth Stephens, the Health Access Program Director of Georgia Watch, said that
like GTLA, Georgia Watch also opposes the
tort reform legislation for medical malpractice claims. Her organization also
plans to support accessible healthcare options for all Georgians.
Helen Robinson, Director of the YWCA
of Greater Atlanta’s Department of Advocacy of Public Policy, said that part of the
YWCA’s agenda would be to support the
Family Care Act (S.B. 242) which would extend sick leave for family caretakers, and
H.B. 244, which would provide a safe harbor for victims of human trafficking. Ms.
Robinson also noted that both the YWCA
and GTLA will be following H.B. 560, which
would provide statewide protocol for the

collection, submission, and reporting of
rape kits.
According to GreenLaw attorney Erin
Jansen, GreenLaw’s legislative agenda includes supporting S.B. 36, which addresses
underground water protection. GreenLaw
also supports the Clean Power Plan, which
Ms. Jansen claims would allow the state of
Georgia to implement its own power plant
regulations (which is typically a function of
the Environmental Protection Agency).
The GAWL Legislative Preview provided
a unique opportunity for audience members to inquire about issues and potential
legislation. GAWL’s Public Affairs and
Communications Committees will be working with legislators throughout the 2016
session, in order to keep Georgia’s legal
community informed about key issues.
Veronica Higgs Cope is a litigator at the
Cope Law Firm, P.C., practicing criminal
defense, traffic law, and sports management. Ms. Cope serves at the V.P. of the
GAWL Public Affairs Committee, co-chair of
the GAWL Foundation Endowment Committee, and co-chair of the Girls In Sports
and Entertainment (G.I.S.E.) Affinity Group.
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GAWL Foundation
Scholarship Application
Deadline: January 25th
The GAWL Foundation
awards scholarships annually to female law students
in Georgia who have:
 demonstrated a commitment to succeeding
in the profession, and
 helped their community
through leadership and
service.
The Foundation awards two
to four scholarships, contingent on the applicant pool
and funds raised at the
GAWL Foundation Art Auction. This year’s application
is now available at
gawl.org. Completed applications must be submitted
electronically by January
25, 2016. Please email
GAWL.scholarships@gmail.
com with any questions.

GAWL Foundation’s Statewide Week of Service
By Elizabeth George
The GAWL Foundation’s annual Week of Service took place October 19 through 24, with volunteer opportunities across the state of Georgia.
GAWL members in the Atlanta area helped tutor
girls at Agape’s afterschool program, made Halloween crafts with children at Nicholas House, assisted with a career fair and mock interviews at
Athena’s Warehouse, sorted thousands of pounds
of food at the Atlanta Community Food Bank
(enough for approximately 7,400 meals), and
planted vegetables as part of the Global Growers
Network project. Additionally, the GAWL Feminist
Affinity Group gathered items for Haven House
domestic violence shelter.
Members of GAWL’s Savannah Chapter participated in the Week of Service by collecting toiletries, paper products and other donations for SAFE
Shelter, Inc., one of the state’s largest domestic
violence shelters.
In Valdosta, GAWL members helped create a
holiday-themed photo booth for D.A.R.E. Animal
Rescue’s fundraising event. The ladies also part-

nered with the Miracle League in Valdosta by
making goodie bags for the players, and cheering
for the children during their final baseball game of
the season. The Miracle League, an organization
which helps children with mental and physical disabilities experience the joys of playing baseball,
thanked the GAWL Valdosta Chapter for its contributions: “Know that your support is greatly appreciated. You may not realize how many people
were affected by your kindness, but they were.
The parents… really appreciate all the attention
and encouragement.”
The GAWL annual Statewide Week of Service
inspired our members to get out and serve their
communities, and we hope it will do the same for
you. For more information about these organizations, or for opportunities to volunteer with the
GAWL Foundation, please visit gawl.org or email
GAWL.communityservice@gmail.com.
Elizabeth George is a partner at The Shah Law
Firm, where she focuses on personal injury and
civil litigation. Liz serves on the GAWL Foundation’s communications committee.

GAWL Foundation
Grant Application
Deadline: April 16th
The GAWL Foundation is
currently soliciting grant
applications from nonprofit organizations whose
missions align with the following:
 Organizations providing
free legal services to
disadvantaged women
and girls
 Organizations providing
free services to disadvantaged women and
girls in the legal system
 Organizations providing
free services to disadvantaged women and
girls
All potential applicants are
encouraged to submit an
application via gawl.org.
Applications are due April
15, 2016. Email
GAWL.grants@gmail.com.

Gearing Up for the 2016 GAWL
Leader Within Program

This year’s Leader Within will focus on issues
such as changing practices and mastering workplace dynamics. There will be frank discussions
Start off the new year with a program that is
on the concept of the “modern family” in today’s
inspiring, motivating, and addresses the important workplace, and an examination of the rewards
issues many attorneys face in their career. The
and challenges associated with running for office.
Leader Within, one of the Georgia Association for The Leader Within will also include a special
Women Lawyer’s annual signature events, will
“Where are they now?” panel discussion with
take place on Tuesday, January 26, 2016 at the
GAWL Leadership Academy alumni; the group will
State Bar of Georgia. The Leader Within aims to
highlight how the academy impacted their perappeal to a broad spectrum of attorneys, with
sonal and professional lives. This year’s keynote
presentations by solo speakers, as well as panels lunch speaker will address the topic of “Daring to
composed of elected officials, judges, partners in ask for what you want in your career.”
law firms, and in-house counsel. The program alThe GAWL Leader Within Program is organized
so contains several break-out sessions, giving
by the Leadership Committee. Registration for
attendees a chance to select the legal topics most the event opens this month at gawl.org. We look
relevant to their practices.
forward to seeing you there!
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GAWL Announces New Blue Ridge Chapter
By Mandy Moyer
The Georgia Association for Women Lawyers celebrated the
addition of its newest chapter with a kickoff event for the Blue
Ridge Chapter, which is based in Cherokee County. This is the
second new GAWL chapter opening for membership this year,
signaling the organization’s commitment to female attorneys
across the state.
Attorney Caryn S. Fennell, of The Law Firm of Caryn S. Fennell,
P.C., dedicated her time and efforts to getting the GAWL Blue
Ridge Chapter established, and those efforts have been wellreceived: the chapter includes 35 members and counting. According to Ms. Fennell, the Blue Ridge Chapter is committed to
advancing the professional interests of women, both individually
and as a whole, at state and local levels. The chapter welcomes
attorneys and judges who reside or work in Cherokee, Cobb, or
Forsyth counties.
The GAWL Blue Ridge Chapter held a kickoff celebration on October 21st. The event was well attended by local practitioners as
well as members of the judiciary. Following remarks from Ms.
Fennell, the group discussed chapter goals, plans for upcoming
events, and also held elections. Ms. Fennell will serve as chapter
Women in Leadership: Honoring Judges on the
11th Circuit Court of Appeals
By Laurie Rashidi-Yazd

president, Ms. Lizz
Kuhn as co-vice president, Ms. Mandy Moyer as co-vice president, the Honorable
Michelle Homier as
treasurer, and Ms.
Sarah Shearouse as
secretary.
The next Blue
Ridge Chapter event
will be held on January 6, 2016, 12:00PM
at the Olive Garden in
Canton. The event will include a speaker. Legal practitioners living or working in Cherokee, Cobb, or Forsyth counties are encouraged to attend. For more details and to RSVP, please contact Ms.
Caryn Fennell at caryn@fennellatlaw.com.

Mandy Moyer practices in the areas of probate litigation and estate planning. She is the staff attorney and chief deputy clerk for
the Forsyth County Probate Court. Mandy serves as Chair of the
GAWL Foundation Communications Committee.
Attendees commented that they greatly appreciated the honesty and integrity of the bench, some even calling the event “truly
inspiring.” GAWL Board Member Veronica Higgs Cope stated,
“this event was a unique opportunity to get a glimpse at the inner
workings of the court and a chance to hear from some of the
most powerful female members of the judiciary.”
With nearly 70 registrants, half of which were GAWL members,
the event was an exclusive highlight for participants to gain practice pointers, war stories, and inspiration from fellow women in
the law. Following the panel, participants attended a cocktail reception which allowed for continued conversation, networking,
and mentoring.

The Atlanta Chapter of the Federal Bar Association and the
Georgia Association for Women Lawyers held a Women in Leadership presentation honoring the female judges on the Eleventh
Circuit Court of Appeals. The event took place October 15th at
the Elbert P. Tuttle U.S. Court of Appeals Building. Panelists included the Honorable Beverly Martin, Honorable Julie Carnes,
Honorable Jill Pryor, and Honorable Frank Hull. GAWL President
Laurie Vickery introduced the all-women panel who individually
described the challenges and rewards of working in appeals practice. The judges spoke about the demands of appellate caseLaurie Rashidi-Yazd is a staff attorney at Legal Aid of Cobb Counloads, statistics on the resolution of cases in the Eleventh Circuit ty, a division of Atlanta Legal Aid Society. She serves as the Secrecompared to other circuits, and the unique opportunity to collab- tary of GAWL.
orate as a bench.

SPONSORS

GAWL WOULD LIKE TO THANK ITS SPONSORS FOR THEIR
GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT OF OUR ORGANIZATION

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Daily Report
Pursley Friese Torgrimson
Troutman Sanders
Wargo French

John Marshall Law School
Joy A. Gorney, CFP®
Kilpatrick Townsend
King & Spalding LLP
Leanne Gould, HDH Advisors
LLC
GOLD SPONSORS
Reynolds&ReynoldsFinancialPartners
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP
RICOH Legal
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP
SILVER SPONSORS
The Partners Group
Carlton Fields Jorden Burt
Vickery Benesh Law, P.C.
Esquire Deposition Solutions
Vonage Business Solutions
Fellows Labriola

Upcoming GAWL Events
Check GAWL’s online calendar and social media for additional information on our events. There’s a Neighborhood Networking Breakfast,
Affinity Group meeting, happy hour or volunteering opportunity
happening near you!

Dec 12:
Dec 14:
Dec 16:
Dec 18:
Dec 29:
Jan 25:
Jan 26:
Feb 23:
March 16:
March 19:

GAWLedu Applications Deadline
Alternative Practice Affinity Group
GAWL Atlanta Holiday Party
GAWL Douglas Paulding Chapter Holiday Party
GAWL Blue Ridge Chapter Holiday Party
GAWL Foundation Scholarship Applications Deadline
GAWL’s The Leader Within Program
GAWL Lunch and Learn Program
GAWL In House Counsel Event
GAWL Foundation Art Auction

Now you can Share, Tweet & Like GAWL! Search for “Georgia Association for Women Lawyers” on LinkedIn,
“GAWL Central” on Facebook & Twitter and “The GAWL Foundation” on Facebook.
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