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Pursuing a Career as a Paralegal
By Samantha Kuypers

perience in a particular industry (i.e.
The BCPA board frequently receives
health care, business) is an asset
inquiries from individuals who are in‐
that enhances your career if you
terested in pursuing a career as a
choose an associated area of law.
paralegal and wish to know the best
place to start. It is commendable that We also have long standing mem‐
bers who learned on the job and
these aspiring paralegals take time to
have many years of experience,
examine their options as any career
proving that diligence and skill can
choice warrants much consideration
and can involve a significant commit‐
also lead to a successful career. So
ment of time and funds for studies.
then, how to proceed?
The inquiries we receive are often ac‐
companied by a sense of urgency.
When you are considering what school
How quickly can it be done? How
to obtain your training at consider:
soon can one embark on this new ca‐
reer? While this enthusiasm is under‐
1. How long the school has been
standable and will help to get the ball
offering these studies?
2. What do employment agencies
rolling, it is important to make deci‐
and employers have to say
sions based on what will be the best
about the program?
fit for the individual and will ensure
3. What type of institution is the
long‐term success.
school? Private (for profit) or
We often begin our replies with a re‐
public?
minder that the BCPA cannot recom‐
4. What qualifications do the
mend one school over another. How‐
teachers have? Do they have
ever, it is a fact that we accept stu‐
legal training? Are they law‐
yers?
dents from Capilano University and
5. What prospect of a practicum
Vancouver Community College for
does it require or offer?
membership on the basis of our famili‐
arity with the content of these pro‐
Many options are available including
grams, the calibre of graduates that
come from them and the many years online, evening programs as well as
these programs have been in place.
the traditional two‐year diploma.
There is also an undergraduate degree
As most members know, the BCPA in paralegal studies being offered by
is a not – for ‐ profit association Capilano University for the first time
comprised of, and operated by, this fall – a great indicator of the direc‐
working paralegals. The majority of tion the paralegal industry is going.
our directors have completed Which program appeals to you will
classes at one or the other afore‐ naturally depend on how much time
mentioned schools or similar‐ you have to dedicate to your stud‐
calibre schools out of province. In ies. One option that has worked for
many cases our directors also have other paralegals is to seek non‐
additional education including uni‐ paralegal work in a law firm while you
versity degrees. Pre‐existing ex‐ study so that you can observe how

things work and determine what envi‐
ronment best suits you. Some firms
encourage their employees to study
and are known to pay a paralegal stu‐
dent’s tuition.
Consider also the merits of a practi‐
cum. This is valuable work experience
that enhances your employability and
gives you an insight into which fields
of law you may or may not wish to
work. Picking an area of law that is
compatible with your interests can
have a lot of bearing on your future
success in that area. Knowing what
sort of work environment – large firm,
small firm, legal department, govern‐
ment ministry – appeals to you based
on the opportunity to try it out can
also be extremely helpful. Note that
faster / shorter programs that do not
offer a practicum are not always bet‐
ter and generally benefit those with
pre‐existing law office experience,
who are looking to take the next step.
Your choice should be tailored to your
personal circumstances.
Additional points to consider are that
paralegals are currently unlicensed
and unregulated in BC. The term
‘certified paralegal’ does not exist and
is often used erroneously. It is impor‐
tant to bear in mind that paralegals
must adhere to the Law Society’s
regulations by working under the su‐
pervision of a lawyer and not provid‐
ing legal advice or legal services that
are strictly regulated.
If you are just embarking on your ca‐
reer as a paralegal, we wish you good
luck with your decision and your fu‐
ture studies.
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